
• CV Students and Staff show-
case different types of popular 
selfies

By Liliana Hernandez
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First annual improvaganza proves a success
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The science of selfies 
and the impact of 
social media

The May  
edition of the     
Talon is 
dedicated to Mr. 
Dennis Beck

By Jack Brown

Members of the first annual Improvaganza gather on stage following 
the end of the show.  CV Improv Alumni Teddy Spencer and Workaholics 
celebrity Kyle Newacheck were the judges for the event.

  “Are you 
American? Go to Improva-
ganza!”
            Fliers were plas-
tered around school, silly 
announcements were made, 
people spread the news by 
word of mouth: the whole 
school must have been 
aware of the First Annual 
Improvaganza at Clayton 
Valley Charter High School 
on April 18th, 2014 at  7:00 
PM in the Multi-Use Room.
            Improvaganza was 
not only a district-wide Im-
prov competition, but also 
the Senior Project for Art 
Academy students Megan 
Coppa, Max Renner, and 
Improv Team Captain Kyle 
Metz. These three students 
created this event under the 
supervision of Art Academy 
teacher Jenny DeAngelis. 
Those who performed from 
CV included Kyle and Max, 
along with Sara Kommer, 
Ashley Freeman, and Veron-
ica Renner.
            Max and Kyle were 
inspired with the idea of cre-
ating this event for their se-

nior project at the end of 
their junior year. DeAn-
gelis says, “when one of 
[the ClaytonArt Acad-
emy] co-founders Tom 
Wills passed away last 
May, [Kyle and Max] im-
mediately thought to do 
something Improv-relat-
ed in his honor because 
he loved it so much. Im-
prov competitions within 
a group of local schools 
used to be a big, once-a-
month event here when 
I was a student, so this 
seemed to be a great op-

portunity to try to bring that 
back.”
            The competition 
was between CVCHS, 
California High School, 
Benicia High School, and 
two groups from Northgate 
High School. The judges 
for the event were writ-
ing partners Mike Metz 
and William Saporito, CV 
Improv alumnus Teddy 
Spencer, and Workaholics 
celebrity Kyle Newacheck, 
also a CV Improv alumnus 
who would not have judged 
if not for the help of Mrs. 

Newacheck, a Metz family 
friend. The MCs were Me-
gan Coppa and Ryan Metz.
            Although perform-
ing in front of an audience 
would give others anxiety 
attacks, Max and Kyle were 
familiar with the stress 
of putting themselves out 
there for the world to laugh 
at; both students have been 
involved with Improv at 
CV since their sophomore 
years. Kyle followed in the 
footsteps of his older broth-
ers and states, 
 “I have been doing 
Improv my whole life so it 
seemed only right I should 
follow their footsteps and 
do it in high school.” Max 
also comments that he en-
joyed watching the Improv 
team his freshman year and 
aspired to one day be a part 
of the group.
            Megan, although 
not a part of the Improv 
team, did have her time in 
the limelight. She was an 
MC, but also did a lot more 

Ugly Family loses beloved friend and math teacher

 On May 12, 
2014, Clayton Valley 
Charter High School 
lost a beloved teacher 
and friend with the 
passing of Dennis 
Beck. Beck taught AP 
calculus, honors pre-
calculus, and AP com-

puter science. In addition to 
his classes he was the CSF 
representative and co-chair 
of the math department. He 
was loved by many and he 
will always be a part of the 
Ugly family. 
 Beck’s love for 
teaching radiated through 
J wing, where he could be 
found at any time of 

the day offering help and ad-
vice to students of all ages. 
“I’ll never forget the joy on 
his face when he would turn 
on The Big Bang Theory,” 
said CV senior Rachel Siver. 
“He would sit back in his 
chair, sing the entire introduc-
tion, and smile with all the joy 
in the world.” Scholar Athlete 

Siver is a hard working stu-
dent with plans to attend 
UCLA in the fall. Her suc-
cess in school is quite no-
ticeable with a mere glimpse 
of her schedule. Beck’s AP 
calculus class was one of 
several AP courses she took 
this year. “Thanks to teach-
(Cont’d on page 3)

(Cont’d on page 2)

Mr. Beck poses with his former students at Senior Ball in 2013. 
Mr. Beck would always contribute to the school community through chap-
eroning homecoming, junior prom, and senior ball.

Mr. Beck takes a class picture with his Calculus class in 2012.  Mr. Beck 
has taken a class picture with ever single class he has ever taught.
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 Twitter, Instagram, 
Snapchat, Facebook and other 
social media sites rule our soci-
ety.  Social media allows people 
to connect with each other fast-
er and easier.  However, these 
sites distract students from their 
schoolwork and results in a de-
cline in students’ overall school 
performance.  In addition, face-
to-face communication skills 
can decrease due to the benefits 
of technology.  Although social 
media is meant as a way to con-
nect people, it ultimately leads 
to a major distraction to stu-
dents, causing procrastination 
from school work and other pri-
orities. 
 Social media is an in-
stant way to get rid of bore-
dom, but after constant scroll-
ing through Instagram or twitter 

  It’s time for class, but first, let me take a selfie
    By Kaeli Calica

feeds, students leave less time to 
work on things they actually have 
to get done.  Freshman, Elizabeth 
Ramirez, says “Every day while 
doing my homework I always take 
a break to check my phone, usually 
looking at any social media site I 
have.  Sometimes my break from 
schoolwork turns into five minutes, 
then ten, and so on.”  
  “During my free time I’m 
always on my phone checking my 
Instagram, Twitter, Tumblr and the 
Snapchats I received,” said Fatema 
Azam.  Social media seems to be 
the instant get away from home-
work, and also the immediate inter-
ference with priorities.  According 
to searchengine.com, 23% of Face-
book users check their account at 
least 5 times a day. 
Searchengine.com stated that, said 
that social media is so addicting be-
cause of a psychological trait called 

the “fear of missing out” (FoMO). 
The “fear of missing out” means 
that people always want to be in-
volved in each other’s lives and 
the latest news, whether it be about 
people they know, or celebrities.  
As reported by Tom Lowery, 56% 
of people believe that not regularly 
checking their sites means they’ll 
miss out on important updates. 
 Not only does social me-
dia make an impact on students 
and other people’s lives, but tak-
ing selfies has recently been on the 
rise.  The word “selfie” was voted 
word of the year presented by the 
Oxford Dictionary.  There is even a 
song called “The Selfie Song” that 
plays on the radio.  
Many teens post selfies on Insta-
gram and await for the amount of 
“likes” they get. If you look up 
“taking selfies”, you will see vari-
ous websites titled “Top 10 Ways 

to Take the Best Selfies”. Expert Dr. 
Pamela Rutledge explained in an ar-
ticle for Psychology Today that tak-
ing selfies is indicative of narcissism, 
attention seeking behavior and self-
indulgence.  Elizabeth said “When 
taking selfies I sometimes need to 
move to find the better lighting.  
Sometimes I end up with a whole 
gallery of selfies until I find the best 
one.” Selfies are something that a lot 
of people capture.  The “duck face”, 
“at the gym selfie” and “car selfie” 
are some of the worst types of selfies, 
according to wiityandpretty.com. 
 All in all, social media and 
the recent rise of taking selfies causes 
a major distraction from homework 
and getting things done.  Taking 
some time off our cellular devices 
can help lessen our procrastination 
and addiction to taking pictures of 
ourselves. 
  

Improvaganza
(Cont’d from front page)

behind the scenes. She “did all of the adver-
tising, programs, trophy, and overall helped 
to make sure the other teams knew what they 
were doing and making sure the event ran 
smoothly.”
 Due to how much CV Improv prac-
ticed the games, they were prepared to go 
onstage and have fun during the competi-
tion. It must have been because of this that 
they were honored with second place in the 
competition. The CV Improv team graceful-
ly congratulated first place winners, Benicia 
High School, and thanked all the different 
groups for participating. “I was so proud of 

 The Clayton Valley Charter Improv Team gathers together after the 
conclusion of Improvaganza.  The extremely successful show was 
organized by seniors Max Renner, Megan Coppa, and Kyle Metz for 
their senior projects.

The “I saw a Celebrity” 
Selfie

The Duckface
Selfie

The Abs
Selfie

The Seductive
Selfie

how CV Improv team supported one an-
other, and the other teams—it was such 
a positive thing to witness,” mentions 
DeAngelis.
            All in all, Megan, Max, and 
Kyle rose over $2,500 for the Tom Wills 
Scholarship Fund with Improvaganza. 
These students were extremely happy 
with what they achieved, daring others 
to *try* to do what they did. Max ends 
by saying that their “senior project might 
have been one of the most successful se-
nior projects in the history of Clayton 
Valley Charter.”  In the end, everything 
turned out so well, and many hope to see 
Improvaganza become an annual event 
to commemorate Mr. Wills and his great 
influence on Clayton Valley.

Summer Baseball School Ugly Eagle Summer Basketball Camp
Dates:       Dates:
June 16-19     June 16-20
June 23-26     June 23-27     
June30- July 3 contact eric.bamberger@claytonvalley.org
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Senioritis: a form of laziness and lack of motivation
By Fatema Azam and Quincy 
Winship

Seniors Grant Meyland and Ryan Williams display symptoms of senioritis 
as they avoid doing work of any kind.  Symptoms of this disease usually 
manifest at the end of the school year when graduation is right around 
the corner.

  
Mr. Beck

 

ers like Mr. Beck I was able to 
strive in high school, so for that 
I will always be grateful,” said 
Siver.
 Clayton Valley Charter 
substitute Paul Reynuad has been 
teaching Beck’s classes for the 
past few days while CV admin-
istration decides how to go about 
finishing the year. “After speak-
ing with his students it sounds 
like they really appreciated all 
he had to offer as a teacher,” said 
Reynaud. “Some of the kids had 
him for two or three years.” The 
loss of a teacher does not only 
effect students, teachers and 
administrators will be keeping 

Beck and his family in their 
thoughts. “When I spoke 
with him he was always 
sincere,” Reynaud said, “he 
wouldn’t just stand there, he 
would listen to what you had 
to say.”
  CV students cher-
ish the skills Beck taught in 
the classroom and they will 
forever remember his sense 
of humor. “He was such a 
good guy,” said senior Max 
Renner. “I just look back at 
the time I spent in that class 
and I can’t help but smile 
thinking about it.” Renner 
is thankful for the time he 
got to spend with Mr. Beck. 
“It’s times like these, when 

life throws you curveballs, 
that you need to remember to 
be nice to everyone and show 
your appreciation for the peo-
ple in your life every day.”
 “Mr. Beck was a friend 
and a mentor for about eight 
years,” said Clayton Valley 
mathteacher Gary Stofer. Beck 
and Stofer would spend time 
together during brunch and 
lunch discussing politics or 
sharing a laugh. “We super-
vised the prom together, and I 
remember walking over to the 
craps table with Mr. Beck,” 
said Stofer. “He sat there all 
night with a grin on his face 
because he was having such a 
good time.”

(Cont’d from front page)

 Everyone has a little bit of 
senioritis regardless if they actu-
ally are seniors or not. Symptoms 
of senioritis include laziness and 
lack of motivation. It is common 
for students, towards the end of 
the year, to start slacking off. The 
question is, why?
 Freshman Zoe Wilson 
says that in the beginning of the 
year, you try really hard because 
you have a “fresh start” but to-
wards the end, you care less about 
grades because you think you are 
secure from your previous grades.
     While some students start 
slacking off because of this, oth-
ers are just tired of the work load 
and are desperate for summer to 
begin.

  “I have been slack-
ing a little more than I 
should and I need summer 
to come faster,” says soph-
omore Rosanna Aragon. 
“but, I’m still making sure 
to get my work done and 
get good grades.”
     Statistically speaking, 
there is no known cure to 
senioritis.
“Senioritis is ridiculously 
contagious,” says senior 
Aarif Azam. “It’s stressful 
and by graduation time, it 
nearly kills you.”
     Maybe the underclass-
men suffer from their own 
versions of this disease, 
but seniors definitely have 
it worse.
     According to the New 

York Times, the disease usu-
ally begins when college ac-
ceptance letters start coming 
in and when the school starts 
promoting graduation.
 “When you get your an-
nouncements, you realize 
[graduation is] actually hap-
pening and suddenly, the last 
four years don’t feel very 
long,” says senior Sandi 
Coghlan. “I got senioritis 
when I started looking at 
colleges because this is the 
real world. No more drama, 
no high school relationships, 
just real friends that’ll last a 
lifetime.”
 While senioritis is 
a disease revolving around 
laziness, it can be a real eye 
opener towards the end of a 
student’s high school life.

 Summer is the season 
that gives students of all ages 
their freedom. Friends to see, 
beaches to visit, roller coasters 
to ride; kids across the country 
will be seeking their own sum-
mer time adventures, leaving 
school and stress behind. 
 Traveling is a huge part 
of many summer plans. Wheth-
er it is a local trip or an inter-
national journey, students will 
take the summer as an opportu-
nity to experience life outside of 
their hometown. Many students 
at Clayton Valley are planning 
to travel overseas to visit fam-
ily and experience cultures first-
hand. 
 Senior Jordan Tate will 
be spending three weeks in 
Spain this summer, visiting fam-
ily and hitting all of the tourist 
hot spots. “I am looking forward 

to spending time with my fam-
ily and taking in the Spanish 
culture,” he says, along with 
visiting the beach and watch-
ing the World Cup games. 
 Sana Nawid, a junior, 
will also be taking an interna-
tional trip after school finishes. 
She is visiting Paris, France 
and Rome, Italy for two weeks 
with her family. Sana is look-
ing forward to visiting cultural 
monuments and learning the 
histories of the two European 
countries. 
 Sophomore Alina Wei-
gelt is headed to Mexico this 
coming June and plans to 
snorkel and surf during her 
vacation. “I am excited to take 
a break from school and just 
relax,” said Weigelt. Alina 
says she is also excited for her 
trip because she has not left 
the Bay Area in almost two 
years.  

 Another interesting 
vacation is being taken by 
Matthew Mullins, a junior, 
who boards the Disney Dream 
Cruise ship in June. The cruise 
liner will takes its passengers 
from Florida to the Mediter-
ranean. “I am most excited to 
experience new cultures and 
new foods,” says Matthew. 
He describes the cruise trip as 
a good way for his family to 
bond. 
 As the school year 
comes to a close, long awaited 
vacations have students eager 
for summer break to start. Al-
though not everyone is travel-
ing, summertime will give CV 
students a much need break. 
So plan something fun for 
your summer vacation wheth-
er you are here, or on the other 
side of the world. Who knows 
what adventures may await 

you!

Students use summer as opportunity to see the world

  

By Kayla Conger

Junior Matthew Mullins will board the Disney Dream Cruise in 
June.  The cruise will take its passengers from Flordia to the Medi-
terranean. Junior Sana Nawid will be taking an international trip 
after school in which she will be visiting Paris, France, and Rome.

 Mr. Beck’s enthusiasm and respect for 
the both Clayton Valley and the world of math 
will carry on for years to come. “He lived math,” 
said Stofer. Dennis Beck will forever be a part 
of the Ugly family.
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By Quincy Winship and Kaeli 
Calica

Ben Linzey and Danny Condon earn an impressive 10 varsity letters

Ben Linzey is a super-
star athlete and student 
here at CV.  As well as 
earning one of our four 
most prestigious titles on 
campus - altair - he has 
earned 10 varsity let-
ters, which gets him the 
highly coveted blue CV 
patch.  Ben has excelled 
in Leaderhship, academ-
ic and athletics.

 Clayton Valley is home 
to many successful athletes, 
however, only two varsity ath-
letes have transcended to the 
status of the blue varsity letter. 
This award is given to athletes 
who play at least ten varsity 
seasons; meaning at least three 
sports at the varsity level.   
 Danny Condon and Ben 
Linzey are the only recipients 
of this year’s award due to their 
successes on the track, mat, 
field, and trails. Condon and 
Linzey both recieved eight of 
their varsity letters from Cross 
Country and Track. Condon 
achieved his extra two seasons 
while excelling on the wres-
tling mat during his freshman 
and sophomore years.  
 Linzey is a four year 
soccer, cross country and track 

player and spent his junior and 
senior seasons on varsity soc-
cer, as well as all four years 
on varsity cross country and 
track to achieve his ten sea-
sons. Both recieved numerous 
all-league selections and acco-
lades throughout their careers 
including “Most Improved” 
awards and Captain for Linzey 
and five “First-Team” and two 
“Team MVP” selections for 
Condon. Condon’s efforts and 
successes earned him a nomi-
nation for Athlete of the Year 
this year. Both are thinking 
about continuing with their 
careers and may walk-on for 
their college teams. 
 Congratulations to 
these two outstanding athletes 
for achieving what no other 
athletes have this year at CV.

Athlete of the Year

   Boys Sports        Girls Sports
Volleyball- 18-16 Record, NCS Quarterfinalists   Softball- 12-10 record, NCS Berth 
Baseball- 23-5 record, 3rd seed in NCS     Track- DVAL 2nd Place
Track- DVAL Champion s              Lacrosse- 13-8 record, NCS Berth 
Lacrosse- 4-13 Record        Swim - 3rd in DVAL Championship 
Golf - 3rd in League 
Tennis - 3rd in League       

Grant Meylan Kayla Taylor

Water Polo and Baseball
• Attending Santa Clara for baseball on 

half scholarship
• Defensive MVP Bay Area World Series
• 1st team all league water polo 2012, 2013
• 6 Varsity Letters- 3 Baseball, 3 Water 

Polo

  
Volleyball and Basketball

• 4 year varsity starter volleyball
• 1st team all league volleyball 2012, 2013
• 1st team all league basketball 2013, 2014
• 490 points and 264 rebounds senior 

year

Spring Sports Outcomes

Danny Condon has im-
pressed coaches and 
teachers since the time 
he first started here at 
CV.  His coaches agree 
that they have not met 
an athlete who has more 
heart than Danny.  At 
this year’s track DVAL 
league meet, he took 
first place in the mile 
after giving it his all in 
the final stretch.  Danny 
will proudly add the 
blue patch to his letter-
man before leaving CV.  
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Athlete of the Year Nominees
Male Athlete Nominees Female Athlete Nominees

Sara Abele 
Water Polo  and Swimminmg

• DVAL co-MVP, Team 
MVP

• 2nd Team all East Bay

  Sara Holt
Cheerleader and Track and 

Field
• 1st team all league
• Broke 100m, triple jump, 

and 4x100 records

  Kyra Ortiz
Cross Counrty, Lacrosse,       

and Track
• 1st team all league 2 years
• Team MVP for Lacrosse 

Junior Year

 Rachel Siver
Cheerleader and Softball

• 4 year varsity starter
• NCS Runner Ups-2013
• DVAL all league 2011,2012, 

2013

 Sara Johnson
Water Polo and Swimming

• 4 year varsity letter in Water 
Polo, 3 years in swimming

• 1st team all league 2013
• Team Leader in assists 2013

 Taylor Thorsen
Swimming

• DVAL champion freshmen, 
sophomore and junior year

• Attending University of Ha-
waii on full scholarship

Jack Brown
Water Polo  and Swimminmg

• DVAL MVP Junior and 
Senior Year

• School record in career 
goals and assists

Danny Condon
Cross Country and Track

• 1st team all league 2012, 
2013, 2014

• 10 Varsity Letters and 2 NCS 
Medals, 10 NCS appearences

 Jake Frigard
Swimming

• 4 years varsity
• team MVP 2012, 2013
• Swam the second fastest Indi-

vidual Medley in CV history

Gabe Taylor
Football and Baseball

• 17 passing touchdowns and 
9 rushing

• Leads team in batting average 
with .424

 Garrett Nelson
Football and Baseball

• DVAL and NCS champion 
for Football

• 3 year varsity starter
• Partial Scholarhip to Long Beach 

Michael Nocerino
Football and Wrestling

• Wrestling- Team MVP, 
DVAL first team all league

• Football- Honorable Mention 
all league

Jordan Tate
Water Polo and Swimming

• Swimming- 2nd team all 
league 2012, 2013

• Water Polo- 3 year varsity 
starter, 2nd most steals in a 
season in school history

Athlete of the Year

Congratulations to all 
the athletes nominated 

to receive this prestigous 
award!



By Dalia Anwar
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Milovich to take over journalism program
 
 Next year, the Clayton 
Valley journalism class will 
be welcoming a new head of 
the Talon staff, Mrs. Megan 
Milovich. Milovich is a cur-
rent freshmen English teacher 
and it is her first year teach-
ing here. She will be taking 
over for the current teacher, 
Mrs. Lineweaver, who is also 
Athletic Director, in charge 
of yearbook, and a freshman 
English teacher.
 Before coming to 
Clayton Valley, Milovich 
taught at an all-boys high 
school as while working with 
a  yearbook company. “When 
Mrs. Lineweaver mentioned 
the teaching spot for the class 
was open, I knew I wanted to 

do it,” said Milovich. 
 In college, Milovich 
was the editor of her school’s 
newspaper and received her 
certificate to teach journalism. 
Milovich says she loved work-
ing for her school’s newspa-
per, and actually teaching the 
class will be a new and excit-
ing experience for her.
 “My goal is to con-
tinue with Mrs. Lineweaver’s 
foundation,” says Milovich. 
She also hopes to get all grade 
levels involved in the making 
of the Talon and work on jour-
nalistic writing skills. Milo 
vich also admires that the stu-
dents are not afraid to share 
their opinions in editorials and 
talk about their views on top-
ics. She says that “just work-

ing on the paper itself was my 
favorite thing - even more than 
teaching.”  
 Mrs. Lineweaver is sad 
to be giving up her favorite 
class to teach, but admits that 
she simply cannot keep spend-
ing 14 hours a day working, 
even though she loves CVCHS.  
“I was tricked into taking over 
a dying journalism program 
about four years ago and it has 
been the highlight of my teach-
ing these last four years.  But 
it is very time consuming, and 
deadlines kill me.  I am so hap-
py that Milovich agreed to take 
over the program, as not only 
does she have a background 
in jouirnalism, but she is well 
liked and repected by students 
and staff.   She’ll be great.” 
 

Altair Winners

First year English teacher Megan Milovich is excited to 
be taking over the journalism program next year from 
Amber Lineweaver, who has  been doing it for four years 
now.  Milovich has a background in journalism and is 
well liked and respected by students and staff.  

Grand Altair- Kyle Metz Service Altair- Liliana Hernandez

Leadership Altair- Ben Linzey Scholarship Altair- Kevin Dong

ASB Vice President
Memeber of Link Crew

Eagle Mascot
Will attend Colorado Mesa 

University on full scholarship

Member of Engineering 
Academy
4.5 GPA

Will Attend UCLA to study 
Aerospace Engineering

President of Senior Women
Member of ASB Leadership

VP Multi-Cultural Club
Organized Air Band

4.0 GPA
Member of Link Crew, Senior 
Men, ASB Leadership, Clay-
ton Arts Academy, and track 

and cross country teams.
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French deserves to stay on the aca-
demic menu
By Ms. Hammett

School and the Real World
By Elizabeth Rameriez

 I am writing in response to 
the opinion column titled “Students 
deserve more language options 
applicable to society” in the April 
11 issue of the Talon.  While I do 
agree with the main premise of the 
article, which was that CVCHS 
students should have a wider vari-
ety of choices about which foreign 
language to pursue, I would like 
to offer some reasons why French 
should stay on the academic menu, 
and more importantly, why stu-
dents should consider ALL lan-
guages to be important. 
 The column stated that 
French was not useful besides 
when traveling or living in France.  
However, French is the only lan-
guage spoken on 5 continents and 
is an official working language 
of countries such as Switzerland, 
Belgium, Lebanon, Senegal, Cam-
eroon, Madagascar, and Vietnam.  
French is spoken in roughly 20 
countries in West Africa.  It is the 
official language of the Red Cross, 
the United Nations, Doctors With-
out Borders and the International 
Olympic Committee.  Additionally, 
organizations such as the Peace 
Corps are constantly seeking out 
French speakers to work in West 
Africa.  The state of Louisiana is 
officially a bilingual state (French 
and English) and is still home to 
many French-speakers.  In total, 
there are about 200 million people 
in the world who speak French.  
 Additionally, the column 
stated that French is only useful in 
the future if students are going into 
the fashion industry and that stu-
dents would never use it again after 
graduating.  True, not everyone is 
going to continue to study French 
after high school, or even after 
taking 2-3 years of the language.  
However, a recent article from 
Forbes.com stated that French 
could be the “language of the 
future”.  This is largely due to the 
rapid population growth in French-
speaking West Africa.  It is project-
ed that French will be spoken by 
750 million people by 2050, and 
may be the most spoken language 
in the world, “ahead of English and 
even Mandarin”.  French contin-
ues to be important in the world 
of business, as well as medicine, 
aviation, law, and transportation.  
Canada, including French-speaking 
areas such as Quebec, Ontario, 
and New Brunswick, is one of the 
U.S.’s most important economic 
partners.  French is often found on 
many goods and products, such as 
toiletries and even food labels.  

 Academic success can also 
be attributed to studying French.  
Students who take French tend to 
have higher standardized test scores 
on tests such as the SAT and ACT.  
It is estimated that French provides 
a base for between 33% and 50% 
of the modern English vocabulary.  
Since many words in English are 
closely related to French, students 
are able to increase their vocabu-
lary in English since there are many 
cognates between the two languag-
es.  
 Finally, I will agree with 
the opinion column in that students 
need more choices when it comes 
to foreign language.  However, this 
does NOT mean that one language 
is more “important” than another 
and that the “less important lan-
guage” should be dropped, as is 
stated in the article.  French is not a 
dying language; it is in fact flour-
ishing (as are languages such as 

 How many times have 
you heard the phrase, “When 
am I going to use this in my 
life?”? Students are constantly 
asking these questions, mostly 
when they’re being taught mate-
rial they feel won’t really make 
a difference to them in the fu-
ture. Although learning rigor-
ous math courses and literature 
is good for students to learn and 
be challenged with, is all of it 
really even put to use in their 
futures after high school or col-
lege? After all, the standard for 
math needed in occupations can 
range from basic calculations to 
more complex math and it really 
all depends on students’ choices 
in their own career path. Where 
are students learning how to 
pay taxes, loans, mortgages, or 
even basic repairs for their cars? 
There isn’t a lot of focus being 

put onto acquiring these skills 
and they lead students to not be-
ing fully equipped with experi-
ence when they head out on their 
own. If students start to get more 
of an opportunity to learn basic 
life skills by being integrated 
into the curriculum, they will be 
able to head out into the world 
prepared with book smarts and 
street smarts.
 Senior Hannah Minter 
feels, “If its anything past trigo-
nometry, it’s excess because un-
less you’re using it for college 
credits, it has no use.” Instead 
of trying to get students to ex-
cel in just the required material, 
we should try to incorporate 
necessary skills into their regu-
lar classes to make them more 
available and relatable so they 
can apply them to real life future 
situations. Even Senior Liliana 
Hernandez agrees that, “there 
should be some way to mix in 
these life skills into English or 
math classes because there are 
still a lot of things- like rent-

Talon staff member Elizabeth Ramirez and French Teacher Ms.Hammett speak out about 
campus issues that are relevant to all students.  If you have comments you’d like to share 
regarding these issues, please email us at cvchstalon@gmail.com.  

German, Portuguese, Italian and 
Russian).  Just because we do not 
hear these languages in the region 
of the world in which we live does 
not mean that they are not impor-
tant elsewhere.  We have to think 
on a global scale because we never 
know what kinds of the changes 
will happen in the world in the 
future, and which languages will be 
needed.  Moreover, in the words of 
Michael Geisler, professor of Ger-
man and vice president of the Lan-
guage Schools at Middlebury Col-
lege in Vermont, the United States 
“needs experts in all the most 
important world languages, not just 
the one or two “critical languages 
du jour” (“Why the Nation Needs 
a Strategic Language Reserve”, 
Middlebury Magazine, Winter 
2013).  If the mission of Clayton 
Valley Charter High School is to 
produce “first class citizens with 
a world class education”, then we 
need to consider the importance of 
various languages in the world and 
the cultural perspectives that we 
can understand by learning them.  

     

ing apartments or paying bills- that 
the majority of students don’t have 
experience with.” Because these are 
things all students should learn, they 
shouldn’t just be electives but lessons 
applied into certain subjects so that it 
is apart of everyone’s schedule. This 
can be done by making math classes 
work problems that teach math related 
topics, but have work involve dealing 
with situations you’d see when pay-
ing taxes or for an apartment. English 
classes can even create projects or 
writing assignments that have topics 
which can be based off of learning or 
researching certain skills each student 
feel they would like to know about in 
order to benefit them later on. Since 
every student wouldn’t be able to take 
an elective for learning all these life 
skills, the best way would be to in-
corporate it into all curriculum so that 
they have the opportunity to be intel-
ligent, well-rounded people. 
 Even though the majority of 
students agree that school needs to 
teach more than just the standards, 
there are some who feel that you do 
learn most of your life skills at school 
already. Cheyenne Broughton says, “ 
In my Arts Academy classes I have 
learned to write resumes and cover 
letters which can help me when I’m 
looking for a job.” Since there are 
many classes or academies that help 
teach important lessons by dealing 
with interviews or improving their 
people skills, many students are gain-
ing essential life skills already and 
may feel mostly prepared for their 
future. However, even then all the 
aspects are still not fully covered. Al-
though Cheyenne has learned many 
important skills, she also said, “be-
sides those skills, I haven’t learned 
much about other things and if they 
were put into the curriculum it would 
be a huge help to students like me who 
aren’t great at managing money and 
are anxious about applying for jobs.” 
While many classes and academies 
help significantly to educate and pre-
pare students on vital subjects, there 
is only so much that they can offer 
to inform students on their everyday 
knowledge. 
 Incorporating all of these les-
sons will allow students to get the 
most experience out of their education 
so that they can be fully prepared with 
all skill sets rather than only knowing 
the textbooks word for word. How 
else are they supposed to start their 
lives on their own and feel ready to 
be independent if they can’t manage 
their credit cards or change a tire? If 
this material is taught early on, then 
our generation of students will head 
off into the world with more in depth 
knowledge than just the basic academ-
ics, but will be equipped with useful 
life skills
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In Memory of Mr. Beck

“He lived Math”
“I can still hear 
his voice sing-
ing the theme 
song to Big 
Bang theory,” 
said senior Jor-
dan Johnson

“His laugh was 
contagious and 
it lit up the 
room,” said Se-
nior    Danny 
Condon

“He always 
had a smile on 
his face,” said 
senior Dave 
Katsnelson

“He always 
had differ-
ent shirts with 
math sayings 
like ‘may the 
force (mass x 
acceleration) 
be with you,” 
said Mr. Peri-
erra

“He was always 
able to put things 
in a positive per-
spective,” said 
Mr. Anwar


