
• In spite of complaints, CV admin 
maintains we lead the way for 
female athletes

By Jillian Argento
and Kayla Conger
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Title IX complaints 
brought against 
CVCHS

New Rugby team 
thriving with 
winning record
• Due to overwhelming 

success team is invited to  
the national tournament

 

By Liliana Hernandez

PSA students in Ms. Hudgins English class work hard on To Kill A Mock-
ingbird assignments.  Teachers are now aligning their curriculum to fit 
the Common Core Standards.  

 Common Core test-
ing is not only happen-
ing here at CVCHS, but all 
across the nation for the first 
time in history. The 2013-
2014 school year is being 
nicknamed the “pilot year” 
for this new version of in 
depth standardized testing 
which will be replacing the 
annual STAR testing in Cali-
fornia. So what is Common 
Core?
 According to the 
mission statement of cores-
tandards.org, “The Common 
Core state standards provide 
a consistent, clear under-
standing of what students 
are expected to learn, so 
teachers and parents know 
what they need to do to help 
them.” These tests are based 
upon the new state standards 
in which California imple-
mented back in 2010. 
 Mr. David Linzey, 
Clayton Valley’s executive 
director, says that “for the 
past 15 years, every state 
has had its own state stan-

dards. [But now] all states 
will have the same cur-
riculum”. This will make 
it easier on students who 
move throughout the 
school year as all states 
will be teaching the same 
material at the same time. 
As the STAR test is 
phased out for grades K 
through 12, high school 
juniors will continue to 
take the standardized test 
as a placement test for all 
state colleges. 
 The Common 
Core test will be com-

pletely based on critical 
thinking versus the standard 
multiple choice questions 
comprised of statistics and 
dates. This critical thinking 
may seem intimidating to 
students who haven’t par-
ticipated in it yet, but it is 
expected to be easier for 
many students. It will allow 
students to explain their an-
swers and display the skills 
that were not recognized by 
the STAR test. 
Even though the change of 
curriculum and testing is 
supposed to make the infor-

mation learned in schools 
more applicable to stu-
dents’ lives, some are still 
indifferent over the switch.  
Matthew Mullins, a junior, 
says, “I prefer the STAR 
test because it’s what I’ve 
done my whole life and 
I’m used to it…I don’t 
want to change my way of 
testing.”
 Despite the dras-
tic change in curriculum 
around the nation, Linzey 
believes that “it is the sin-
gle most important change 
in public education in 
over two decades. This is 
a move to make us [as a 
country] more competitive 
at an international level”.  
 Common Core still 
has some time to be fully 
initiated over the next few 
years, making this year’s 
“pilot year” truly experi-
mental. Only time will tell 
how schools across Amer-
ica, including Clayton Val-
ley, will be impacted.  

Guys and Dolls musical lights up the stage

Guys and Dolls cast members have fun with the popular number, “Luck Be 
a Lady Tonight.”   The show ran four nights, from February 12th through 
February 15th.  

Ashley Freeman stars as Adelade who, surrounded by her chick, chick, 
chickies, impresses the crowd with her amazing vocals.  Two casts alter-
nated between the four performances.  

 The CVCHS 
Drama Academy has 
continued its successful 
year with the theatrical 
adaptation of  Guys and 
Dolls, the second ma-
jor play performed by 
Clayton Valley’s best.   
Guys and Dolls tells 

the story of Nathan Detroit 
(Kyle Metz) who is trying 
to start an underground il-
legal dice game but is short 
on cash needed to rent out a 
place to hold said game. He 
then decides to bet hotshot 
Sky Masterson (Maxwell 
Renner) that he can not take 
a girl of Detroit’s choos-
ing on a trip to Havana in 

order to win the money he 
needs. Detroit picks mission 
speaker (Alaina Campbell) 
as the lucky girl, and eventu-
ally she becomes the girl that 
Masterson falls in love with. 
As the story unfolds, the audi-
ence watches how a game of 
chance can transform a life, 
for better or for worse.
 “I am not really much 

of a play kinda person. I pre-
fer watching movies than 
seeing a live play. I  But af-
ter watching this play, I am 
glad to say that I really en-
joyed it,” said senior Dave 
Katsnelson.
 The play was shown 
four nights in a row, each 

(Cont’d on page 2)
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WASC to determine value of CVCHS diploma

 Here is the drill: you 
go to high school, you gradu-
ate and get your diploma, and 
you go to college. This is the 
way it is “supposed” to be, but 
imagine one day not being able 
to continue your education be-
cause your high school diploma 
is worth nothing. Four years of 
hard work, four years of your 
life, have been wasted. They 
mean nothing, and all you have 
is your name on a fancy piece of 
paper. This is what can happen 
if the Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges does not 
accredit CVCHS.
 The Western Associa-
tion of Schools and Colleges, 
or WASC, is an organization 
which decides whether or not 
schools in California, Hawaii, 

and several US Territories 
should be accredited for their 
work and what they are doing 
with their students. In addition, 
WASC will be gracing Clayton 
Valley with its presence from 
February 23th through Febru-
ary 26th for an evaluation of our 
school and values.
 Administrators Patrick 
Gaffney and Cate Sundling 
have spent sufficient time co-
ordinating the WASC visit to 
CV. WASC will be review-
ing five major areas within 
CV:Leadership/governance, in-
struction, assessment, curricu-
lum and student services.
 Gaffney is confident 
WASC will accredit our school 
again because “our test scores 
went up over 62 points, among 
the highest for all high schools 
in California,  Every subgroup 

of students went up on the state 
scores.  Teachers are working 
hard to make sure students are 
college and career ready,  Stu-
dents are working hard and 
care about the school.”
 Students may see 
WASC representatives walk-
ing around the school during 
their visit, and if you are ap-
proached by one of them ask-
ing about the school, Gaffney 
encourages everyone to be 
polite and positive, but honest 
about CVCHS and the chang-
es that have come since the 
conversion to a charter. Also, 
do not forget The Five C’s: 
college and career readiness, 
character education, critical 
thinking, communication, and 
collaborative problem-solv-
ing.

English and guitar teacher Ms. Sundling (above) has done much 
work in the last year to prepare for our WASC visit.  The WASC 
team will be visiting classes and labs, as well as speaking to stu-
dents and staff in order to determine much about our culture and 
progress as a school  

Guys and Dolls

The varsity softball field, as well as the JV softball field will be getting 
some much needed TLC this spring.  The goal is to make sure both fields 
are safe as well as up to regulation for league play.  

 In December of 2013 
a Title IX complaint was ad-
dressed to Mr. Linzey and Clay-
ton Valley Charter High School 
by a group of unnamed parents.  
The complaint included ten 
pages of concerns regarding un-
equal opportunities, facilities or 
services rendered by CV to girl 
athletes in comparison to boys.  
 Title IX became law 
in 1972, as part of the Educa-
tion Amendments Act.  The 
law states that, “No person in 
the United States shall, on the 
basis of sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any educa-
tion program or activity receiv-
ing federal financial assistance.”  
(Wikipedia, 2014) 
 Although there are a few 
issues that need to be addressed, 
CV has lead the area in pro-
viding opportunities for girls’ 

  Title IX complaint results in positive campus improvements
    By Garrett Blatter and 
    Jack Brown sports, according to Pat Midden-

dorf, Director of Operations and 
Facilities.  “We lead the district 
and the league in girls’ sports, 
we always have.  We have far 
more women’s teams than any 
other school does in our league 
or in our district.  YV started a 
lacrosse team two years ago and 
they are really having a hard 
time getting it off the ground.  
We have a JV and Varsity team, 
they have one team, and no one 
else in the league has a team,” 
said Middendorf.  She believes 
that whoever made the com-
plaints may not know all the 
facts of the matter. 
 Lacrosse is not the only 
concern, there have also been 
complaints related to softball.  
claim “The claim included a  
complaint that the fields are in 
bad condition, there were only 
three coaches last year, they had 
to share the field with the little 
league, and their bleachers are in 
really bad shape,” said CV Ath-

letic Director Amber Lineweaver.  
“We are going to put some time 
and money into the girls’ softball 
program, we’ve added a freshman 
softball team, and we are going 
to hire additonal coaches and do 
whatever is necessary to make the 
program great.”
 In addition to answering the 
problems related to specific sports, 

one performed just as well as the 
last. The music of the orchestra 
flowed eloquently with the lyrics 
of the actors and created a phenom-
ena one should not have missed. It 
is no surprise that Guys and Dolls 
turned out so well, because the 
cast and crew worked on the play a 
minimum of seven hours per week, 
and even more the week of the per-

formance. With so much time be-
ing spent with the cast, performer 
Kyle Metz remarks that “within a 
couple days we were all so close, 
we were bonding in and outside 
of rehearsal; we all became a fam-
ily.”
“Every two years we do a major 
musical and for this year I chose 
Guys and Dolls because it is 
both a classic and older musical 
that most of my students are not 
familiar with. Most people just 

    By Liliana Hernandez

CV is also updating the girls’ locker 
room.  “Measure C money will be 
used to renovate both the boys’ and 
girls’ locker room and build a new 
team room,” said Lineweaver.  “The 
Title IX complaints have heightened 
our awareness to many areas of the 
school that need improvement, we 
also maintain that CV has been a 
leader in the area for offering oppor-
tunities for female athletes.”
  
 know more bigger and modern plays 

now-a-days, so I found it necessary 
to teach my students a more classical 
play than anything else. It took a lot 
of work getting the license to show the 
play, get costumes, get a background, 
and solidify the 1920's New York ac-
cent with the students, but in the end, 
through hard work and rehearsals, I am 
proud to say the students really pulled 
through and performed to their highest 
potential, especially the guys,” com-
ments Choir teacher Elizabeth Emigh

            For the seniors on the cast, this 
was their last musical on a CV stage 
before graduating in May. Metz says, 
“It is bittersweet. I have to say that 
was the best way to end my Clayton 
Valley career; my four years of per-
forming arts all culminated into this 
final show. In my opinion, it was of 
of the best musicals Clayton Valley 
has put on, I am glad I was in it!” All 
in all, Guys and Dolls was a major 
hit.

(Cont’d from front page)
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CV girls in search of the perfect dress
 Some girls going to 
Junior Prom borrow dresses. 
Borrowing a dress if very cost
effective. Alyssa Diquattro 
borrowed a beautiful dress to 
attend Clayton Valley’s Prom. 
She expresses her excitement, 
“I love the dress I borrowed, it 
is in fantastic condition and I 
am excited to wear it.” Find-
ing a dress in perfect condi-
tion that can be borrowed is 
a bonus. It allows you to save 
money and look beautiful on a 
special day.
 Everyone is excited to 
go to prom, some people plan 
for months for this one special
night. The pressure to find a 
fantastic dress is unreal. Bre-
anna Payne also a Junior at 
Clayton Valley bought a dress 
at Gesinees in Concord she 
explains her experience. “I 

County Honor Band reveals exceptional talent
By Quincy Winship

Prom dresses come in all shapes , sizes, and colors. They range from $50 to $1000 depending on your 
taste, style, and preference.

Honor Band members Sara Kommer, Sean Calimlim, Jesi Svoboda and Sohnjay 
Reeve auditioned for the Contra Costa County Honor Band on February 1st at 
College Park High School.  The four showed exceptional talent.  

  Is it necessary to buy a 
prom dress you will only wear 
once? Prom dresses are very
expensive, as much as one thou-
sand dollars. Gesinee’s prom 
dresses located in Concord are
around four hundred a dress. 
Flares in Walnut Creek averages 
around five hundred a dress.
 Dresses are very expen-
sive, ordering online is an option 
but the sizing may be a problem. 
Girls love going dress shopping, 
Taja Carruth a Junior at Clayton 
Valley Charter High School ex-
plains her experience, “I loved 
shopping for prom dresses, after 
trying one on I fell in love but 
the price was ridiculous.” This 
quote is a great explanation of 
the problems with buying dress-
es, the beautiful ones are the 
most expensive.

By Taylor Leal

 Several weeks ago, four students 
at Clayton Valley signed up to prepare 
to audition for the Contra Costa County 
Honor Band.  This rigorous program was 
designed for students who show excep-
tional talent in the musical field.  Many 
weeks of practice over winter break and 
after school sessions helped prepare four 
CV students for this challenge.  Sara 
Kommer, Jesi Svoboda, Sean Calimlim, 
and Sohnjay Reeve, participated in this 
event and competed with other students 
from different high schools.
 Sean Calimlim, a sophomore, has 
been in band for 7 years and plays the 
Bass Clarinet.  “The Honor Band was a 
really neat experience from the auditions 
to the actual performance,[…]It was also 
really great to be able to be with all of 
the great musicians from all of the other 
schools.” 
 These students had two rehears-
als before the actual event and on Feb-

ruary 1st, before they went to Col-
lege Park to perform.  Although 
from CV, all the students play with 
students from other schools who 
perform with the same instrument 
as themselves.  Sara Kommer who 
has played in the CV band all four 
years said, “The auditions are pretty 
intense and there is a lot of competi-
tion.”  Sara Kommer and Jesi Svo-
boda have been involved in band for 
8 years.  Sara plays the trumpet, and 
Jessi the Clarinet.  Jesi and Sara are 
both seniors and this has been their 
last experience at the Honor Band.  
“It is an honor to be accepted to the 
Honor Band, there are so many good 
musicians.” Jesi said. 
 The performance was held 
at College Park and although no 
awards were given to the individual 
schools, CV represented well and 
brought knowledge and class to the 
event.

 Junior Prom tickets are on sale in the 
treasurer’s office and online now through 
March 17th.  Permission forms and guest 
passes are available in the student services 
office as well as online  
 Ticket prices are $70 with ASB, and 
$75 without.  The theme of the prom will be 
Casino Royale and will be held at the Can-
yon View Dining Hall in San Ramon.

bought a dress for four hundred dol-
lars at Gesinees, I love the dress a 
lot.” Jun Emily Wright says, “I am 
so excited for prom, but I am not ex-

cited to waste a paycheck on a dress.”. 
Prom dresses are very expensive, but it 
is the experience that pays off.

We now accept online orders under the ShopBloom tab for Prom, Ball 
and Graduation. Delivery is free!

There is an Instagam and Facebook for Bloom Flowers and Events.
Please tell your friends!



SPORTS
  Clayton Valley Charter Talon     Page 4         Febraury 2014

Clayton Valley women’s basketball team picture. First year head 
coach Paul Kommer, along with assistang Gina Pedroni,  has led the 
experienced Eagles to a successful season.

Move over football, there’s a new sport in town
By Liam Calkins

The new CVCHS rugby team is made up primarily of football 
players but anyone can try out.  They will participate in the 
National Championship Tournament from March 15th - 17th in 
Indiana.  

ment and you are surrounded 
by upperclassmen, but after a 
couple days it got better since 
the girls were so friendly to-
wards me. They have helped me 
through the season so far, and 
they are all now good friends 
of mine.” Senior captain Megan 
Coppa backed up Brune’s state-
ment by saying that, “the under-
classmen have really stepped it 
up, especially the freshmen, and 
that is what is making it pos-
sible for our team to make it so 
far.”
 Senior captain Kiana 
Mason expressed her positive 
thoughts regarding this year’s 
team in comparison to last 

By Megan Sarkissian

 The 2014 girls’ basketball team 
has spent the season  shooting for nothing 
less than the North Coast Section Cham-
pionship. Having made it to state during 
the 2013 season, the girls have high am-
bitions of winning it all this year. With 
many of the same returners from last 
year, the girls will settle for nothing short 
than victory, which reflects the spirit of 
determination among all CVCHS sports. 
 Under the strong leadership of 
senior Kayla Taylor and Junior Hailey 
Pascoe, these girls, as well as some re-
cent additions to the team such as seniors, 
Cassidy Woodsworth, and Jordan Kar-
men, are all working very hard to make a 

team as strong as last year’s.  Some stal-
warts from last year’s championship team 
include Katie Kommer, Hailey Pascoe, 
Morgan Giacobazzi, Kayla Taylor, Kimmi 
Anderson, and Sarah Williams.  
 With an undefeated season in 
league and a 19-6 overall record, the girls 
are eager to get to reach the NCS play-
offs.  Junior Katie Kommer is positive 
that the team will dominate NCS. “We 
have had some really good successes and 
I know that will continue into the post sea-
son.  Hopefully when we will make it to 
the post season we will do some special 
things because we can, we haven’t really 
lived up to our potential yet, but it’s com-
ing.”
 

 Although basketball of-
ten takes the winter season sports 
spotlight, another important win-
ter sport kicked off the 2014 sea-
son - girls soccer. What better way 
to start the season than with a high 
winning record? The lady Eagles 
have an impressive record of 7-3-
2 in league. That puts them at a 
number 15 seed going into NCS 
playoffs.
 This year, there is some-
thing even more remarkable than 
the team’s record; there are five 
freshmen on varsity. Freshman 
Sierra Brune said, “Being a fresh-
man on varsity is hard because it 
is an absolute change in environ-

By Quincy Winship and 
Kaeli Calica

year’s team. She mentioned that 
“this year the team is more cohe-
sive than last year, so hopefully we 
can end up in second or first place 
in league as opposed to ending up 
in third place last year.” 
 After Friday night’s loss to 
College Park, the girls ended fin-
ished second in league and they 
play San Ramon Valley, the num-
ber two seed, in the first round of 
NCS.   
 The girls, with firm leader-
ship, have had high ambitions all 
season long, which has resulted 
in their success.  Their main com-
petition is themselves; and they 
achieved their main goal of better-
ing themselves as a team.  

Girls’ soccer team ends their season strong

CV girls soccer players dominate the 
field in a game against Mt. Diablo High.  

Lady Eagles’ basketball shooting for NCS championship

 Usually after the football 
season ends, most players want to 
continue playing on the field. Well, 
now they can, thanks to a  new sport 
that has been added at Clayton Val-
ley Charter High School - Rugby. 
Surprisingly, it has become a very 
popular sport these last couple of 
years around the Concord area. 
The sport requires a lot of physical 
stamina due to constantly running 
and being hit by opponents.
 Most players usually would 
play for the Diablo Rugby team, 
but with Clayton Valley institut-
ing the sport, they can now play 
for the school. The team got a big 
win early in the season, with a win 
over the number seven nationally 
ranked team. The Clayton Val-
ley rugby team has a lot to prove 
in their first season, and have the 
opportunity with a game against 
the number one nationally ranked 
team.
 The boys have worked hard 
to create a good team. They prac-

tice from 5:30-8:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, Wednesday, and Thursdays, 
which consists of a lot of con-
ditioning, and running through 
plays. First year rugby coach 
Mike Dominguez said, “My main 
goal for the season was to bring a 
new sport to the school in which 
students can participate and en-
joy.”
  Junior, Jax Carter said, 
“It’s a good first year program, 
with a great coaching staff lead-

ing the way,” when asked how 
their season is going.    
 The team is made of a ma-
jority of football players, which 
brings good chemistry to the 
team.  When comparing coach-
ing football and coaching rugby, 
he explained to us that everyone 
must be able to do the same thing, 
while in football they have their 
own individual jobs. Dominguez 
stated the team goals are to make 
the playoffs, and like every other 

team to win the championship.
 The team can hold their own, 
with their record to supporting it. They 
will need to win big games down the 
stretch, especially with their loss to the 
number one team in the nation daunt-
ing them.  The team has just found out 
that they have been invited to the Na-
tional Championship Tournament from 
March 15th-17th, which takes place in 
Indiana.

Rugby teammates join in a pre-game huddle.  The team is 
being led by Head JV football coach Mike Dominguez.  
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February  Athletes Spotlight

2014 Olympics surrounded by much controversy
By Sara Ward

The 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia began 
on February 6th and will continue through February 
23rd.  
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“The vibe is more fo-
cused on the team as 
a whole rather than 
individuals. It has 
had a huge effect on 
our season this year 
and we cannot wait 
to compete in NCS.”

“I enjoy practic-
ing and getting 
better and being 
with my boys”

 The 2014 Winter Olym-
pics in Sochi, Russia started 
on February 6th and will end 
on February 23rd.  The Sochi 
Olympics have been surrounded 
with controversy and have been 
given the nickname the “Putin 
Games.” Vladimir Putin, presi-
dent of Russia spent around $50 
billion on the Olympics, com-
pared to the $7 billion spent on 
the Vancouver Winter Olympics.  
Sochi Olympics has gone down 
in history has the most expen-
sive Olympics. 
Even before the games started 
many concerns were brought to 
light. One concern was the safety 
of the athletes and tourists, due 
to the pervious terrorist threats. 
In order to put the people at ease 
they had double the amount of 
guards at the games and warned 
airlines about possible terrorist 
threats. 
 When heading to the So-

chi Olympics countries were 
worried about human rights. 
Russia is openly against ho-
mosexuality and has restric-
tions on gay rights in place. 
These laws have caused 
many gay rights activists to 
step up and protest outside 
the Olympic village.   
 As Russia got ready 
for the Olympics they real-
ized that the amount of stray 
dogs could be an eye soar. 
Their reaction to this prob-
lem was to give men guns 
and have them shoot dogs 
dead in the streets. This hor-
rific scene spread like wild-
fire to many if not all news 
stations. In the coming days 
athletes, tourists, and locals 
took some of the stray dogs 
in and one man even set up 
a rescue for these dogs.
 The Opening Cer-
emony was televised on 
February 6th and all any-
one could talk about was 

the Olympic rings glitch. 
To start off the ceremony 
the six Olympic rings were 
suppose open up and join 
together, one ring never 
opened. While everyone 
watching in the United 
States saw the glitch, those 
watching in Russia did not. 
The Russian television sta-
tion did not show the inci-
dent instead they showed a 
successful prerecording of 
the opening rings. Should 
this be consider has cen-
sorship?
 The Olympics is 
supposed to be a celebra-
tion of talented athletes 
and a time to come togeth-
er as one nation.  The top 
question that surrounds the 
2014 Winter Olympics is, 
should Russia have ever 
been granted to host the 
games? Sarah Hutapea, 
Junior at CVCHS said, “I 
think the Olympics being 

in Russia is fine because Russia has the right to host it, 
but I don’t believe in what Russia is doing as a govern-
ment; their anti-gay laws and shooting of stray dogs is 
terrible.”  
 The 2014 Winter Olympic in Sochi, Russia will 
go down in history as one of the most expansive games, 
but it will also go down in history as one of the most 
talked about Olympics.

 As the season comes to an end, NCS is coming 
around the corner with high hopes for the boys’ basketball 
team. Jay Allen spearheads Clayton Valley’s explosive of-
fense whether it’s driving in the lane or hitting a clutch deep 
three. Leading the boys with a record of 16-9 overall and 8-3 
in league thus far, it has certainly been a turn around since 
last season. 
  Jay certainly has the attention of opposing 
teams as the starting small forward with a deadly shot and 
aggressive D. This is his first year on varsity due to a season 
ending injury last year. -Best game was against Oakland Tech 
in which he put up 35 points

• Her weight class is 146 lbs
• Placed 1st at NCS last year
• Placed 7th at state
• 2nd year wrestling
• “My greatest challenge is wrestling boys   
 because they are a lot stronger than me.”
• Goal is to be an MMA cage fighter

 New frosh softball Coach Ashley Allen 
is ready to bring an effective season that is sure 
to help shape up the girl’s team. Having played 
eight years of the sport, she is equipped with all 
the skills in order to lead the team to success. It 
all began in high school at Clayton Valley when 
she decided to move on to playing softball after 
being coached by her father in basketball. Her 
time playing during high school was enjoyable 
and the team was great even though she un-
fortunately had an injury her junior and senior 
year. Now that she is coaching where she gradu-
ated from, Allen said, “It’s fun especially since 

Former Athlete of the year Ashley Allen back to coach softball
I know a lot of people and its interesting look-
ing back and it’s also nice that I am giving back 
since I am helping out the kids here”.
 Being one of the younger coaches, Al-
len said “it’s not a big deal”. She feels that since 
she knows the sport she’ll be fine and it’s not 
intimidating. In fact she says that being younger 
allows the players to be able to relate her more 
since they’re closer in age, leading to better 
communication. Allen’s goals for this season are 
to just get the girls fundamentally ready and be 
able to eventually level up to varsity next year.
 For Coach Allen, the most important 
thing is to just prepare them to be at their best 
since they’re starting new. However, she is also 

bringing along a purely optimistic view and 
isn’t concerned with any aspect as our new 
frosh coach. “I’m just excited to do it, I know 
I’ll do well with my experience and there 
shouldn’t be too many challenges. I haven’t 
had any negative thoughts cross my mind,’ 
explained Allen.      
 With her history of excelling in sports 
as an athletic star throughout high school, 
Ashley Allen is prepared to coach her frosh 
softball team and get them to their full poten-
tial. This season is one she looks forward to 
with a confident attitude. 

Elizabeth Ramirez



By Gabrielle Rossetti
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By Liliana Hernandez fender bender. She freaked 
out.” This and other situa-
tions can happen to anyone, 
and it reminds us that, yes, 
our teachers were teenag-
ers once and created tons of 
memories in high school. 
One thing that DeAngelis, 
class of 2002, will never 
forget is coming to school 
on the tragic day of 9/11 
during her senior year. “It 
is surreal to be here every 
year on that day,” she says, 
“especially now that most 
of my students don’t have 
real memories of the event 
themselves.”
            As the years prog-
ress, these teachers have 
also become used to the 
idea of working alongside 
their teachers. Imagine 
that – calling your teachers 
by their first names, work-

 
 Every kid, every teen-
ager, every student imagines 
what their lives will be like, 
but not every student at Clay-
ton Valley imagines them-
selves coming back to teach 
at their high school. Never-
theless, some of you out there 
may one day see yourselves 
sitting in a CVCHS class-
room long after graduation- 
this time, as a teacher. A few 
staff members at Clayton Val-
ley once sat in the same desks 
that we sit in, including Neil 
McChesney, Kevin Cline, 
Katie Nolan, Jennifer DeAn-
gelis, Elizabeth Abbott, Sarah 
Lovick, Alexander Geller, 
Paula Dillon, Coach Reyno, 
Casey Coakley, Nikki Ryan, 
and Anthony Munch..
            Although the school 

has not changed dramati-
cally since these staff mem-
bers were CV students, a 
few notable changes have 
occurred within the students 
themselves. Cline, class 
of 1983, believes that the 
students now are more in-
tensely focused on graduat-
ing and getting into college, 
stating that “it is much more 
competitive and expensive 
now to get into college and 
[that] filters into the stu-
dent’s lives, the classes, the 
courses… everything.”
            Nevertheless, these 
teachers still had a lot in 
common with current stu-
dents, they still love to have 
fun and be with friends. 
Dillon, class of 1999, re-
calls a fun day getting Taco 
Bell with her friend when 
her friend “got into a little 

ing with them profession-
ally, and not having them 
grade your papers anymore! 
DeAngelis says “the strang-
est part was calling them 
by their first names. It took 
about three years for that to 
feel normal.” Dillon agrees, 
but also thinks of them as 
her colleagues and “will al-
ways have a lot of respect 
and admiration for them.”
            Now, these teach-
ers look back and remem-
ber their past dreams; Cline 
had aspired to work in the 
comic book industry, Dil-
lon had thought of going 
into journalism, and DeAn-
gelis had always wanted to 
be a teacher. Although they 
had not intentionally come 
back, they had been pulled 
in by their old remind-
ers of CVHS. Cline joined 

Twelve CV teachers were once students at Clayton Valley HS

Taylor Swysten keeps the campus free from thiefs and vandals

New Campus Supervisor Andre Walker loving every minute at CVCHS

 
 Along with the new 
teachers hired since Clayton 
Valley went charter, there have 
also been several additions to 
the security staff. One of whom 
is Taylor Swystun, a supervi-
sor and night security officer. 
He began this job in December 
of 2012 after working as an IT 
technician at the school.
 Swystun and the other 
night officer, April Joy, both 
went to great lengths to ensure 
they were fully equipped for the 
job. Not only did they both buy 
their own uniforms and profes-
sionally-made badges, but they 
also took classes in order to 
legally carry tasers and police-

grade pepper spray. 
 “If you’re gonna do 
it, do it right,” says Swys-
tun. As well as equipment, he 
also purchased a police car in 
which many people trespass-
ing on school grounds have 
sat handcuffed, awaiting the 
Concord PD.
      Although it can get bor-
ing at times, Swystun enjoys 
his job, his favorite part be-
ing hearing the stories people 
make up in an attempt to ex-
plain themselves. He’s even 
encountered people break-
ing into the school, wielding 
planks and a metal pipe. 
 “I asked ‘what are you 
guys doing?’ And they said, 
‘we’re hunting zombies!’” he 

recalls from one of his shifts. 
      While there are some 
laughable moments, it is still 
a very serious and sometimes 
dangerous job. “(During an 
arrest) you don’t know what 
he’s got. He could have a 
gun, he could have a knife… 
You’ve gotta be safe,” Swys-
tun describes. However, these 
risks are worth taking in order 
to follow the motto he had 
printed on his badge: “safe-
ty, protection, security.” And 
with a total of zero unstopped 
break-ins or vandalisms since 
he was hired, he certainly fol-
lows it well. 

 

Night security guard Taylor Swysten began working at CV in 
December of 2012.  He went from IT Technician to Supervis-
ing Night Security.  There has been zero thefts and grafitti after 
hours since he took on the security position.  

his best friend Elizabeth 
Abbott, Dillon was con-
vinced by her three-time 
teacher Thomas Turnbull, 
and DeAngelis filled in 
for her Senior Women 
Advisor Christine Reimer 
while Reimer was on Ma-
ternity Leave and decided 
to stay afterwards.
            For one reason 
or another, these CVHS 
alumni came back af-
ter an extended absence 
and enjoy teaching here. 
DeAngelis clearly sums 
it up by commenting, “I 
never imagined I would 
end up teaching here, but 
it has helped me realize 
that [Clayton Valley] is an 
amazing place.” 

 As the second year of Clay-
ton Valley Charter School got start-
ed, we welcomed two new security 
guards to our top notch staff.  These 
two guards are Dorvez Barnett and 
Daniel Tate.  As the year went on, 
Tate received a new job offer and 
decided it was best for him to leave 
CVCHS.  
 As the task of finding a re-
placement security guard went 
into motion, Athletic Director and 
Freshman English teacher Amber 
Lineweaver recommended Andre 
Walker.  The two work together at 
InShape, and with his great person-
ality, along with prior experience at 

Ryan Dudley high schools, Lineweaver thought he would be 
perfect for the job.  
 Walker’s career at High Schools started 
out at Lodi High, which then led to him work-
ing at multiple middle schools in Antioch Uni-
fied School District, Antioch High School, and his 
most recent job at Freedom High School where he 
currently coaches track and field until next year 
when he will coach here at CVCHS.
 Regarding his first few weeks here at CV, 
Walker said, “I have loved every minute of it so 
far.  The kids are responsible for their actions and 
it’s great witnessing kids turn into young adults.”  
Along with security responsibilities, Walker also 
has experience working with special needs class-
es.  He is attending college right now to get his 
Liberal Arts Bachelor Degree so he can achieve 
his teaching credential and hopefully work with 
the special needs classes in the following years.   

 “If it’s meant to be, it’s meant to be.  It would be 
great to work in a class because these past few weeks 
have already been the best so far,” said Walker.

New Campus Supervvisor Andre Walker is thrilled to join the Ugly 
Eagle staff.  He has already made connections with several students 
as well as staff memeers.  
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OPINION
Blue Crew facing undeserving scrutiny
By Grant Meylan

Cheerleadering a time demanding 
sport at CVCHS
By Kaeli Calica

player, they know how to 
be supportive of each other. 
Even though she says its 
nice having an older brother 
to get a ride to school, he 
ends up being the one that 
makes her late. Ryan says, 
“We generally stay out of 
each others way and give 
each other space. However 
we are always there to sup-
port each other when we 
need it. She has my back 
and I have hers.” 
 Another set of sib-
lings at the school are 
Colton and Dallas Haley. 
Colton says they are both 
friendly towards each other 
at home and at school. How-
ever, one of the cons he says 
of having an older sibling at 
school is that “teachers au-

By Dalia Anwar and 
Elizabeth Ramirez

tomatically expect you to 
be just like them.” Besides 
that, he says its nice having 
her to show him around and 
give him advice on teachers 
and the school.
 Janelle and Joshua 
Chapman are a pair of fra-
ternal twins that are both 
freshman this year at CV. 
Joshua says, “ We don’t 
talk much at school but at 
home we’re really close”. 
They enjoy sharing some of 
the same teachers because 
of the help they are able to 
give each other. “At the end 
of the day as much as we 
might fight, I am supportive 
and really care about him”, 
says Janelle.
 Between playing 
sports together and having 

 Most of us understand 
what its like to deal with an-
noying siblings at home, but 
some students have to deal with 
them 24/7.  Many students at 
CV have siblings at the school 
that all have their own unique 
relationships with each other. 
Whether its through sports or 
classes, they are always around 
each other and having to make 
the best of it.
 Lauren (freshman) and 
Ryan (junior) Cooper being 
only two years apart have been 
in school together before. “We 
aren’t competitive against each 
other, but as individuals”, ex-
plained Lauren. While she is a 
cheerleader and he is a football 

Siblings Lauren Cooper and Lauren Cooper know 
how to be supportive of each other both on and off 
campus.  

 You will probably hear them 
before you see them. The group of 
drumstick wielding, obnoxious yell-
ing, bucket banging group of CVCHS 
students known as “Blue Crew” have 
been known to attend many Ugly 
Eagle basketball games. The rag tag 
group shows up to most home Men’s 
basketball games, and have even ven-
tured to away games to support their 
Ugly Eagle squad. However, with 
they’re blissful hooting and hollering 
comes censorship in the form of vari-
ous staff members and referees.  I un-
derstand that the thoughts, words, and 
actions of 20-30 teenage boys’ need 
to be controlled, but the actions that 
have been restricted by the officials is 
a bit oppressive. Ryan Williams, a se-
nior and one of the loudest members 
of the Blue Crew was once asked to 
settle down for yelling “we respect-
fully disagree” after a questionable 
call by the official. Gino Franklin, a 

Talon reporters Kaeli Calica 
(freshman) and Grant Meylan 
(senior) express their opinions 
about campus events.  

CV Siblings share thoughts about attending school together

junior, had his drum (in the form of 
an upside down bucket) removed 
by CVCHS administration because 
“it was too loud.”  These cases 
demonstrate that school spirit is 
often being suppressed rather than 
encouraged. School spirit should be 
welcomed with open arms at these 
events because it can turn an other-
wise mundane environment into an 
exciting event for both player and 
fan. 
 No person has ever been 
bullied harassed in any way.  I rec-
ognize that ground rules and limita-
tions must be set so the game can 
remain a positive and enjoyable 
event for all parties involved, nev-
ertheless school spirit should not 
be squelched during the process. 
Letting the student body have fun 
supporting their team should be one 
of the highest priorities in the eyes 
officials, and not one that should be 
overlooked.    

 Sports are very popular 
at Clayton Valley Charter High 
School.  Most athletes have the op-
tion to play more than one sport 
during the school year.  Usually a 
sport ends within one season, such 
as football in the fall or baseball in 
the spring.  However, to be a cheer-
leader, expect almost an all-year-
round season. Cheerleaders cheer 
for both football and basketball.  
If you want to be a part of cheer, 
you should understand that it's a 
long season ahead.  As a result, it 
can take a toll on whether or not 
you can pursue another sport.  You 
know that saying, "Finish what you 
start."
 Most sports have a set start 
and end point, lasting only one sea-
son.  Cheer on the other hand, be-
gins with a mandatory cheer camp 
in July, practices that start in Au-
gust, and ends with the basketball 
season in late February.  The long 
cheer season limits cheerleaders to 
certain sports they can play.  Junior, 
Taylor Leal on the Varsity Cheer 
team and Competition Squad said, 
“It’s especially difficult for me to 
play softball during the spring be-

cause I am already obligated to 
cheer for the basketball team.”
 I understand that Cheer-
leaders represent our school’s 
team spirit and keep us unified 
as a community.  But it is not fair 
for cheerleaders to have such 
a demanding schedule.  Cheer 
has a very tight schedule, “that 
makes it hard to fit in time for 
other sports and extra-curricular 
activities”, said Taylor.  Grace 
Gius, a Freshman cheerleader 
said, “I feel guilty having missed 
several days of lacrosse condi-
tioning, but I understand that I 
signed a waiver stating that I will 
fulfill the whole cheer season 
even if it conflicts with another 
sport."
 Nonetheless, cheer is a 
great sport to be a part of but it 
creates challenges in outside of 
school schedules when you want 
to play another sport during the 
cheer season.  If it were possible, 
instead of obligating the girls 
to cheer throughout most of the 
year, they should be allowed to 
participate in another sport, at 
least when the football season is 
over.

the same teachers, no matter how much time they 
spend together these siblings are there for each 
other through thick and thin. 

If you’d like to share your 
thoughts on an important 
issue, please send your 

editorial to us at 
cvchstalon@gmail.com.  

You could appear in our next 
edition!
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Hallmark holiday a scam

 How often do you hear about 
a sophomore playing varsity football?  
How often do you hear that a sopho-
more won a DVAL award?   Well that 
is exactly what Lewis Ramos did, and 
he made it look effortless.   These first 
two years of his high school football 
career  have molded Luis into the indi-
vidual he is today. 
           Since taking up the sport in the 
8th grade, Lewis has found much suc-
cess and has dedicated himself firmly 
to it. His freshmen year was really the 
tone setter to catch the eyes of Varsity 
Head Coach Tim Murphy.  Murphy 
has high praise of Ramos as Ramos 
has high praise and respect towards 
him.  According to Murphy, Ramos is,  
“mature beyond his years and gets the 
big picture of life.  He is as talented 
as anyone in the school, an extremely 
tough individual who is also a very 
coachable and shows up every day to 
practice  ready to compete.”   
 Murphy expects his young star 

 Valentine’s Day is filled with choco-
lates, roses and jewelry. There is one thing 
that all these things have in common; they 
all cost money. 
 Valentine’s Day is supposed to be a 
day where you cherish the ones you love. It 
has instead turned into how much you spend 
on your sweetheart’s Valentine’s Day pres-
ent. On average America spends $13.19 bil-
lion on Valentine’s Day. We think that the 
only way to show love is to buy presents; 
this is why Valentine’s Day has turned into a 
Hallmark Holiday.
 During the week of February 14th, 

196 million roses and thousands of 
chocolates are produced. Companies 
know what people want on Valen-
tine’s Day, and they take advantage 
of that.
 In order to save Valentine’s 
Day the consumer needs to know the 
true meaning of it. It is not about the 
money and the gifts, it’s about show-
ing loved ones you care. So instead 
of spending an average of $403 mil-
lion on flowers, cook dinner for you 
honey boo boo.
 The truth is you should show 
your loved ones that you care about 
them every day, not just one day out 
of the year.

  

in the next two years to see the field 
as a running back, wide receiver, 
linebacker and defensive back. 
 Lewis also has much re-
spect for Murphy.  “Coach Murphy 
is an extremely smart coach. He 
has been around the game of foot-
ball not only as a player but as a 
coach for a good amount of time, 
and knows what he is doing. Tim is 
that kind of coach that could take 
a 6-5 team into a 12-2 team in an 
instant. With is his brilliant offen-
sive-minded scheme he has made 
the Shotgun Double Wing one of 
the most resilient and most feared 
offenses in the whole state. Coach 
Murphy has taken the North Coast 
Section by storm and with our play-
ers and his coaching philosophy we 
can expect to make it to the North 
Coast Section Championship AND 
the CIF state football champion-
ship next year.”
 In regards to college,  Lew-
is has the dream of getting recruit-

Sophomore football player Ramos recognized by DVAL
Geo Fonseca and Aria Ghandi

ed by the University of Oregon as either a running back or linebacker. 
If Oregon doesn’t show interest he would like to attend LSU, Texas 
A&M, or Alabama.    

 

Sophomore Lewis Ramos carries the ball downfield in the first game of the season against 
De La Salle.  Raamos is a dedicated player who has thrived in the program under the 
guidance of Coach Murphy.

By Sara Ward

Know Your Student 
Learner Outcomes!

*College and Career Readiness
*Character Education

*Critical Thinking
*Communication

*Collaborative Problem-Solving


