
• Sophomore Anthony Vines con-
structs All-American swim board 
by gym

By Lilianna Hernandez
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“Ugly news for 
over 50 years.”

What’s Inside 

 Thanksgiving morning,  
Amber Lineweaver woke up 
earlier than usual, jumped 
in her car, and drove to the 
Salvation Army Community 
Church to drop off hundreds 
of bags filled with peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches, 
socks, drinks and dessert.  
A man named Skip was un-
loading food into the food 
pantry at the church, and he 
promised Lineweaver that he 
would take the sandwiches 
that she provided and deliv-
er them to homeless people 
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Clayton Valley community provides support for 
those in need

Boxes of food and bins of coats and blankets have been collected to help 
serve the Clayton Valley families who are in need this holiday season.  
The Clayton Valley Cares program will continue to collect donattions and 
provide necessities to needy families throughout the year.
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Yet another Eagle 
Scout determined to 
leave his mark on CV

Assasin leaves 
students         
paranoid
• Game involving nerf 

guns requires students to 
stalk and kill their targets

 

By Jack Brown

Members of the CVCHS counseling department gather together in the 
counseling lounge.  They have inspired students to give back to others in 
need through the Clayton Valley Cares program.

 The Guidance De-
partment at Clayton Valley 
is engaging the community 
to give back to our students 
in need with the Clayton 
Valley Cares Program. This 
program allows CVCHS and 
the surrounding community 
to aid our fellow students 
during times of hardship 
and other urgent needs. This 
program has instantly begun 
to make an impact as the 
first collection of donations 
gathered more than $500 for 
CV families in need before 
Thanksgiving break.
    The idea for this program 
originated from Lead Co-
ordinator Catherine Myers, 
who approached the Guid-
ance Department early in 
November after hearing 
about a friend who helped a 
student from CV obtain a bi-
cycle as means for transpor-
tation to school. Myers be-
lieved that “if there was one 
child in this situation, there 
certainly may be more.”
Although this child was the 
spark for the Clayton Val-
ley Cares program, the in-
spiration also came through 
a variety of other sources. 
One such source was the 
MDUSD Homeless Out-
reach Program for Educa-
tion. The HOPE program is 
one that “offers assistance 
with transportation to/from 

school, meals, and assis-
tance to obtain health care 
and needed services.” 
HOPE did influence Clay-
ton Valley Cares, yet this 
program does not only 
reach out to students and 
families who are “legally 
homeless,” but any per-
son in the CV Community 

that is undergoing any kind 
of hardship.
 The HOPE program 
was only part of the inspi-
ration, as there was also a 
sense of support from the 
CV community itself. The 
Guidance Department was 
sure that the Clayton Valley 
Cares program would reap 

many benefits for our fel-
low students because there 
is a common caring atti-
tude found when you step 
onto the CV campus, ac-
cording to Myers.
“The staff has always had 
our students best interests 
at heart and this Clayton 
Valley Cares program is 
just another extension of 
the care and attention CV 
wants to provide each stu-
dent in need,” states My-
ers warm-heartedly, “ev-
eryone has experienced 
ups and downs in life and 
we merely want to help, if 
we can, when a temporary 
hardship hits. We have a 
generous community, and 
so many want to help and 
are happy to give back to 
the community we have all 
grown to love. ”
“[The Guidance Depart-
ment is] very excited about 
the potential outreach of 
Clayton Valley Cares and 
have had an overwhelm-
ing positive response with 
donations.  This program 
has been of help during the 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas holidays, but will also 
continue throughout the 
entire school year.  We are 
here to reach out to our 
CVCHS family and com-
munity,” communicates 
Eileen Linzey, Coordina-
tor of Guidance and Col-
laborative Services. 

Publications classes unite to help feed homeless

Members of Mrs. Lineweaver’s Journalism class create assembly lines 
to make as many peanut butter and jelly sandwiches as possible during 
the period.  Yearbook and freshman English helped finish and ended 
up filling hundreds of bags for the homeless and hungry in Concord.

throughout the community.
 Lineweaver, a teacher 
and athletic director at Clayton 
Valley Charter High School, 
came up with the generous 
idea to make lunches for the 
homeless people.  “I was lis-
tening to a song on the radio 
and it made me think of all 
the less fortunate people in the 
world and it made me sad,” 
said Lineweaver.  “I decided 
that I could help, and mak-
ing sandwiches seemed like a 
great idea with all the students 
I have to assist.”  
 After sharing her idea 
(See PB&J Page 2)

See Clayton Valley Cares Page 3
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Three CV organizations come together to help 
those in need in the Phillipines
 Once again, the annual 
Holiday Drive at Clayton Val-
ley Charter High School has 
reached its goal to help the less 
fortunate during the holiday 
season. Having raised more 
than two hundred dollars, the 
Key Club, California Scholar-
ship Federation, and the Senior 
Women have made a difference 
in the lives of those in need in 
the Philippines.
 “The Holiday Drive has 
been a tradition of the Senior 
Women for many years now. 
The purpose has always been 
to get clubs at Clayton Val-
ley to participate to sell items 
and donate the proceeds to the 
Volunteer Center, however the 
Women decided to donate to 
the Philippines due to the recent 
disaster,” says Senior Women 
Advisor Paula Dillon.

 On December fourth 
and fifth during lunch in front 
of C hall, Key Club and CSF 
assisted the Senior Women in 
their endeavors to raise as much 
money as possible to donate. 
The Key Club ran out of their 
baked goods in this effort, and 
the CSF was also very popu-
lar among the students with 
their cookies and brownies. 
With many thanks to the Foods 
teacher Patricia Yuen, the Se-
nior Women were able to sell 
baked potatoes along with hot 
chocolate and cider, which were 
both a big hit.
 Senior Women member 
and Holiday Drive Co-Chair 
Sadie Downing mentioned 
that “the holiday drive was ex-
tremely successful; combined, 
the participating groups raised 
over two hundred dollars for 
the Philippines relief. That is 

the most the Drive has raised 
in the past five or six years.” 
The money raised is on its 
way to the Red Cross, who 
will ensure the donation will 
be used wisely and directly 
for typhoon relief. 
 Overall, as Dillon 
stated, the Holiday Drive is 
always a great way to remind 
people about giving back this 
time of year. Sadie Down-
ing and Hannah Minter, Co-
Chairs of the Holiday Drive, 
both put in a lot of effort to 
ensure the success of this fun-
draiser. However, it was not 
just the participating groups 
who raised money, but the 
student body of Clayton Val-
ley who made the Holiday 
Drive successful. Through 
this and other charity events, 
one can see the significance 
placed on community service 
at CVCHS.

Top:  The Philippines suffered severe devastation due to the 2013 
typhoon.  Bottom:  Members of Senior Women not only take part 
in a variety of school activities, they also participate in fundrais-
ing and in community events. They helped to raise over $200 to 
support Philippines relief.

PB&J for Homeless

PSA Sophomore Anthony VInes standing next to his newly 
constructed All-American swim board. Vines has been a 
scout since he was eleven years old. 

(Cont’d from Page 1)

 In December of 2011 Sopho-
more Anthony Vines started work-
ing on his Eagle Scout project, after 
220 hours of work, he has obtained 
the highest award in Scouting and 
Clayton Valley Charter has received 
a new sparkling All American Swim 
Board to grace the outside walls of 
the locker room.
 The rank of Eagle in the 
scouting program requires you to 
create a detailed project where you 
lead a group of people in construct-
ing something that will benefit the 
community.  When it came time for 
Anthony to choose a project, it was 
an easy decision to make, “I wanted 
to do something for the high school, 
and part of it was already planned 
out so I didn’t have to start from 
scratch,” said Vines, “and hopefully 
I will get my name on it someday for 
the 50 yard freestyle.”
 Although the school al-
ready knew what they wanted it to 
look like, it still proved to be a very 

  PSA sophomore Anthony Vines constructs swim  board 
    By Garrett Blatter physically demanding project. The project 

required cutting wood, sanding, painting, 
drilling, attaching metal plates and plexi-
glass, and finally hanging the board on the 
wall. To accomplish each of these steps 
called for a great deal of volunteers to put 
in many hours on multiple occasions, “My 
family, my grandpa, my dad, all my friends, 
my scout troop, and scout leader Stan Han-
sen helped me with the project,” said Vines.
 To construct a high quality All 
American Swim Board required each task 
to be performed with exactness and preci-
sion. “The project was hard because the 
margin for error was huge,” said fellow 
scout Wyatt Bredell, “if we were off by 
even 1/16 of an inch it would throw every-
thing else off.”
 Another unexpected difficulty that 
arose was hanging the board on the wall 
outside the girls’ locker room. “The school 
said the wall was solid concrete, but it was 
actually hollow, so we had to get a special 
bolt to hold it in place.”
 The various setbacks during the 
project taught Vines many things, “I learned 
the importance of knowing your project in-
side and out,” said Vines.

 Overall, Vines was given many incentives to not only 
obtain the rank of Eagle but to also complete it under a cer-
tain time table, “My mom said that if I didn’t get my Eagle I 
wouldn’t be able to get my permit,” Vines professed, “but truly, 
I wanted to help the community, and set an example for all of 
the scouts that are younger than me.”
 With the completion of his project comes an honor that 
is not attained by most who start the scouting program. In fact, 
only 7% of scouts ever achieve this rank. It also marks the sec-
ond eagle project completed at Clayton Valley within the last 
two months, demonstrating that CV students achieve beyond 
expectations.

with the journalism and yearbook classes, 
she asked that students start bringing in 
peanut butter, jelly, cookies, granola bars, 
water, and socks.  The day prior to Thanks-
giving, her classes formed assembly lines 
and spent the day making sandwiches and 
packing lunches.  
“We made a few hundred sandwiches,” said 
CVCHS journalism student Quincy Win-
ship.  “Thanksgiving is a time to give back, 

and that is what we did.”
Once the care packages were filled and 
loaded in the back of Lineweaver’s truck, 
it was time to deliver.  “My original plan 
was not feasible,” said Lineweaver, “I 
wanted to drive around cities and look 
for homeless people and deliver food 
to them.”  After searching for alternate 
ways to distribute the food, Lineweaver 
came across the Salvation Army Com-
munity Church.  “Skip was like an angel 
sent from above,” Lineweaver said.  Skip 
was getting ready to leave when Line-

weaver arrived, so she caught him just in time.  “He was 
so nice, and it worked out perfectly.”
This act of kindness may have benefitted the homeless 
people of the community, but it also had an effect on 
CVCHS senior Jordan Johnson.  “Making food for others 
really changed my view on how some people live and it 
made me grateful for the stuff I have,” said Johnson.  “It 
also felt really good to give to other people.”
While Thanksgiving is a time to be thankful for all that 
you have, Lineweaver and her students proved that some 
people go above and beyond to make sure others can en-
joy their day as well.

    By Liliana Hernandez
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Graffiti spreads like wilfdfire in bathrooms
plained a parent who did not 
want to be named.  
  Some believe that the 
issue is due to lack of rule 
enforcement and punish-
ments while others think that 
students aren’t aware of the 
imprint that their poor deci-
sions leave on the school’s 
reputation. Either way, people 
believe that this trend shows 
a lack of school spirit and re-
spect for the campus.
 “We would like stu-
dents to notify the adminis-
tration once they find graf-
fiti,” said executive director 
David Linzey, “It’s sad when 
our lockers get tagged. When 
we find it, we need to quickly 
paint over it.”
  If CVCHS can achieve 

CSF Committee willingly fills the bins for needy tots
By Jack Brown

The above picture is one example of the many different taggings located in the girls’ bathroom.  Adminis-
trators are confident that this problem can be solved. 

CSF members Marianna Barba, Shane Mann, Nathan Su, Casey Mitchell, Quincy 
Winship, Sadie Downing, Carlos Espitia stand in front of their Toys for Tots Table. 
The Drive performed beyond expectations as they were able to fill all of the bins 
they provided.

 From newly-painted 
lockers to an impressive new 
football field, Clayton Valley 
Charter is looking spectacu-
lar. Sure, everything is looking 
good on the outside, but what 
about the inside? Graffiti has 
been spreading like wildfire 
here at Clayton Valley with sui-
cide threats on the insides on 
bathroom stalls, inappropriate 
song lyrics written on the inside 
of lockers and racial slurs being 
carved into desks. It is a prob-
lem that has been neglected and 
unnoticed. What is the solution?
  “Maybe a solution to the 
graffiti problem is having an e-
mail address where students can 
sent pictures and location infor-
mation to the staff at CVCHS 
so it can be handled ASAP,” ex-

By Emily York

 For the first semester at Clayton 
Valley Charter High School, the Califor-
nia Scholarship Federation divided into 
several groups and each group had to 
complete a volunteer project. 
  CVCHS senior Sadie Downing 
ran a Toys for Tots drive with her com-
mittee.  “It was a CSF service project, 
we just wanted to make sure that chil-
dren could get a present and be happy 
for Christmas,” said Downing. “There 
are about 15 people in my committee 
and everyone brought at least one toy, so 
we filled two barrels.  One person even 
brought a rocking horse.”
 Downing is a chairperson for her 
committee, so she is in charge of organiz-
ing fundraisers and projects.  “We prob-
ably won’t do as big of a project second 
semester,” Downing said.  “Maybe we 
will do a bake sale or something, but it 
will not compare to the toy drive.  We 

were much more successful than I 
thought we would be.”
 The committee would not 
have done as well if it were not for 
the support of all 15 members.  Clay-
ton Valley Charter High School se-
nior Quincy Winship spent approxi-
mately 20 hours working on this 
project.  “We thought we were go-
ing to get a lot less, but we ended up 
with so many toys,” said Winship.  
“I brought a teddy bear.”
 After filling the bins with 
toys, there was still one final step.  
“We dropped the toys off at a cen-
ter and then they distribute the toys 
to children who are less fortunate,” 
said Winship.
 Clayton Valley Charter High 
School showed their generosity and 
care this holiday season.  Filling two 
bins with toys may not help every 
child in the United States, but it sure 
does make a difference.  

Thus, the Guidance Department encour-
ages anyone and everyone to help them in 
this effort to aid those in need within our 
own communities. Some items people can 
donate are Grocery Store Gift Cards, Gas 
Station Gift Cards, VISA, Target, CVS, 
or other gift cards, Clipper Cards for the 
Bus/BART, monetary donations to help us 
purchase items still needed, and boxes of 
soup. Of course, other items are welcome 
for those who wish to donate, yet these are 
items that the Guidance Department would 
like to collect immediately.
 To receive more information on how 
to give or receive help, visit claytonvalley.

Clayton Valley Cares
(Cont’d from page 1)

org under the Guidance section to find Clayton 
Valley Cares. Connecting to the Clayton Valley 
Cares Facebook page is another way to reach out 
and support our CV community.

Above: The Clayton Valley Cares logo.  The idea for this pro-
gram originated from a very dedicated and concerned parent, 
Catherine Myers, who hopes to be there for struggling teens and 
families all year long, not just during the holiday season.

 

a dramatic improvement in API test scores and field an exceptional football team, 
graffiti is an easy poblem to tackle.

Did you know that the CV coun-
seling department offers confi-
dential help, food, warm coats 
and more in a stressful or crisis 
situation? No questions asked. 

All confidential.
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At first glance, the track does not appear to be damaged.  But closer 
inspection reveals debris, stuck permanently to the surface that will 
need to be scraped off. 

New soccer coach is a breath of fresh air to the program
By Rey Velete

Coach Jara stands on the track during soccer practice.  His 
extensive experiece will aid in turning around the soccer 
program and making it once again one of the finest programs 
in the area.  

star this year is senior Kristina 
Artega. Kristina began wres-
tling last year and wanted to 
do it as preparation towards 
becoming a professional cage 
fighter.  Kristina enjoys practic-
ing and strives to become a bet-
ter wrestler every day. She has 
fun hanging out at tournaments 
and “hanging with the boys.” 
One of the challenges she faces 
every day is “wrestling boys 
because they are a lot stronger 
than me.”  This challenge how-
ever has paid off as Kristina has 
swept her opponents.  Her goals 
this season is to repeat as NCS 
champion and get first in state in 
her weight class. 

By Quincy Winship

 A situation that seemed simple has 
turned into a major problem for Clayton 
Valley’s Track and Field team. It started 
with a color mix up on the initial installa-
tion of the new track, due to rubber sur-
face being ordered in two separate batch-
es. In order to fix the color, Benyon, the 
company performing the modifications, 
applied a protective spray that would 
darken the track surface. Unfortunately 
the sealant did not dry within the 48 hour 
range which allowed debris to stick. 
 Coach Enemark replied with a 
calm and collective response, “It is a 
functional surface for our strength and 
conditioning needs and we have not 
missed any time for our strength and con-

ditioning program.”
 The staff and Benyon were able 
to meet this Thursday in which they dis-
cussed and finalized a plan that will be 
completed over break. Coach Enemark 
and runners don’t seem too worried about 
this situation that is ahead of them. “We 
will work around the completion sched-
ule of finishing the track with our strength 
and conditioning program by working out 
on the football field, running in the hills 
offsite, and in the weight room as well. 
Strength and conditioning is preparing the 
athletes to be ready to run right on sched-
ule,” said Enemark.
 This surface has been built to in-
spire and motivate the runners that will 
strive for their biggest goal yet which is 
to win league. With the help of Benyon 
and the administration, the track will be 

finished before the season begins.
 Mrs. Bacigalupo, who oversees facility and opera-
tions said, “We are giving the company a one week window, 
therefore the track will be finished in time.”
 Coach Enemark and his team are excited for the sea-
son to start and make a big impact throughout the league. 
Enemark ended by saying, “this will be the best track you 
will find in Northern California at any level.”

At 3:15 the whistle blows, it is all 
work for the Clayton Valley Ugly 
Eagle Wrestling Team.  This sea-
son the coaches are busy; not only 
are they preparing the boy for a 
tough season, but a new girls team 
as well.  The girls team features 
many new and old faces, from 
Kristina Artega, reigning NCS 
champion for the women’s 143 
pound weight class, to Vanessa 
Parham, a senior who before a few 
weeks ago had never pinned any-
one.  Although there have always 
been a few girls on the team, there 
has never been a large committed 
group of girls until now. 
One of Clayton Valley’s returning 

By Kenny Cuneo

Senior Vanessa Parham may not 
have all the hype that Kristina Arte-
ga has, but she is ready to create a 
name for herself.  Having never 
wrestled before Vanessa accepted 
the challenge eagerly and has never 
looked back.  Wrestling has always 
been something she has wanted to 
do, “it’s my senior year, so why 
not?”  Vanessa has fun bonding 
with her team and improving her 
skills every chance she gets.  “The 
conditioning is challenging be-
cause it is super hard and requires 
mental discipline but it is definitely 
worth it.”  Vanessa’s goals this sea-
son are to improve her wrestling 
skills and to go to state. 
Loud and determined footsteps 

can be heard echoing across the campus 
and through hallways as 30 plus men and 
women race to the finish line, hungry for 
success. 

You’ve been pinned.... by a girl

Senior Wrestler Kristina Arteaga gets 
ready to take down her College Park 
opponent.

Track resurfaced for third time

 With every new season, something new  is 
brought to the table. Sometimes it is new players, 
new strategies, or even a whole new approach. At 
Clayton Valley Charter High, a brand new coaching 
staff has been hired to promote change in the soccer 
program.
 With a new soccer coach, the plan is to turn 
around last year’s disappointing season. With the 
addition of Coach Guillermo Jara, a new breath 
of fresh air is given to the program. With fifteen 
years of coaching experience, Jara comes into the 
program prepared and ready for the difficult task at 
hand. Not only has he been coaching for a long time 
but he has coached at some of the highest levels 
in youth soccer today - from club to the Academy 
Level with the San Jose Earthquakes Academy. 
However Coach Jara did not come alone with his 
years of experience, both JV Coach Mark Araujo 
and Frosh Coach Kevin Clark have eight years of 
experience, both having played competetively at 
Saint Mary’s College. 
 Coach Jara believes he will contribute to 
a successful season this year by being, “mentally 
prepared in a positive direction in both soccer and 
life.” And Coach Jara knows exactly what it takes 
to make it in the soccer world, from playing in col-
lege and being very successful for the University of 

San Diego from 1992 to 1995, In his freshman 
year he was named Soccer America Magazine’s 
Freshman of the year and by the end of his col-
lege years, not only did he obtain the record for 
most goals and assists but was also named West 
Coast player of the year in 1995 and a third team 
All-American. 
 Coach Jara also knows what it takes to 
play professional soccer as well, he played for 
many years with some of the most prestigious 
teams in the United States such as the Los Ange-
les Galaxy and Colorado Rapids along with the 

U-23 national team. 
 Having someone like Jara will defi-
nitely build a new and improved program by 
not taking anything less than success. 
 Varsity Men’s soccer team captain 
Senior Tyler Connel stated, “Coach is really 
dedicated to the team and is working us until 
we are successful.” The Varsity team rallies 
behind the new Coaches and believes what 
they are trying to establish for the teams.   
 Varsity goalie Aiden Lineweaver 
said, “What I like most about Coach Jara  is 
his dedication and his desire for us to im-
prove and to win.”  
 Most of the players agree that there 
are three words that explain the new soccer 
coaches:   hardworking, devoted, and opti-
mistic. Which many would agree to be the 
building points to a successful program. 
 Even though the team has already 
suffered a couple of losses, it’s early in the 
season and the Uglies are still very much on 
the road to NCS.  It’s only a matter of time 
before these new coaches, under the lead-
ership of Coach Jara, establish one of the 
greatest high school soccer programs in the 
area. 
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December  Athletes Spotlight

Assassin sinks into the heart of Clayton Valley students
By Grant Meylan

Nerf guns, such as the ones displayed above, are the 
weapon of choice in the popular game sweeping the 
CV campus, Assassin.

· Sophomore year: Honor-
able mention
·  Junior year: Second team 
All-League
·   Hailey was a captain on 
the volleyball team this 
year.
·   She has been on varsi-
ty for two out of the three 
years she has played.   Hai-
ley is playing varsity wom-

 ·   Junior year: Second team All-League
 ·   Senior Year: First team All-League
 ·  Was a team captain Senior year
 ·  Tanner has played on the varsity team 
three out of four years
 ·   As of right now, Tanner is looking to focus  
on his school work for the remaining months 
of school. If he decides to play a sport, it will 
either be rugby or track.

 Your death can be si-
lent. The gentle gust of air 
propels a Nerf dart stealthily 
towards its target, keeping it in 
flight until striking and elimi-
nating its victim. The game 
“assassin” has sank its teeth 
into Clayton Valley once again, 
and is chewing up students one 
by one. 
 The basics of the game 
are pretty simple: each group 
of four is assigned another 
group of four that they are sup-
posed to “kill.” Killing a vic-
tim is easy in theory, however 
an incredible amount of plan-
ning, and precise timing goes 
into each execution. School 
property, work places, and 
church, as well as inside mov-
ing vehicles, are safe zones 
where no murders can occur.  
An attack must be made based 
off of each individual’s extra-

curricular activities. Killing re-
quires shooting the target with 
a Nerf dart anywhere in the 
body except the face or head, 
and a witness from the attack-
ing team must be present to 
see the death. While trying to 
eliminate targets, a group must 
remember that they are not just 
the hunter, they can become 
the hunted at any second, so 
an almost paranoid sense takes 
over a player every time they 
step out of a safe zone. Each 
team has one week to kill their 
target, or they too become 
eliminated.
 Senior Alaina Camp-
bell is the commissioner of this 
covert operation game. Her 
job was to register groups, and 
then give each group a random 
target. As the game progresses 
she has the responsibility of 
keeping track of who is alive 
or dead, and what groups are 
remaining. “I love watching 
how excited people get when 

they finally get a kill,” 
explained Campbell, “or 
overhearing the nervous 
chatter at school about 
plans to assassinate tar-
gets. It’s really just a fun 
way to spend time.”
 This is not the 
first game of assassin as 
the event dates back pri-
or to any of the seniors 
at CVCHS. Each year a 
new twist, or modifica-
tion is added to keep the 
game interesting. This is 
the first year of groups, as 
all previous games were 
individuals assassinating 
other individuals. 
 Assassin is the 
rage of CVCHS once 
again, and until the last 
shot is fired and a win-
ning group is crowned no 
player is safe, and no one 
can be trusted. Currently 
there are only 5 groups 
left in the game, though 

14 participated in round one. Many of the groups that 
were predicted to advance deep into the game were 
eliminated, proving that no one knows what is going 
to happen, or when the next player will be eliminated. 
As the game progresses so does the intensity and the 
competitiveness of each group leading only to a more 
exciting and fun game to watch and hear about.
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en’s basketball for her third year  
this winter. She is a multi-sport ath-
lete, who has accomplished many 
goals most people only dream of. 
After her sophomore year, Hai-
ley received letters from multi-
ple schools, including her dream 
school, Lehigh University. They 
have offered her a full ride, which 
she committed to.
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“The foot-
ball team did 
have higher 
expectations, 
but all year 
they played 
as a family 
and had good 
chemistry.”

“We exceeded our expectations, we 
made it to NCS for the first time 
in a long time, and beat NG, which 
they team hasn’t done either in the 
last couple of years. We also won the 
DVAL tournament.”

CVCHS Home Soccer Games (Varsity)
Men’s - all games at 6 pm                                     Women’s 
12/20 vs Liberty                                                            1/9 vs Northgate @ 7 pm
12/21 vs Pittsburgh                                                       1/14 vs Berean Christian @ 6 pm
1/7 vs Ygnacio Valley                                                   1/24 vs Mount Diablo @ 6 pm
1/20 vs College Park                                                     1/30 vs Ygnacio Valley @ 6 pm
1/28 vs Concord                                                            2/13 vs College Park @ 6 pm
2/4 vs Northgate
2/6 vs Berean



By Geo Feonseca and Aria 
Ghhandi
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By Sophia Dattilo

for herself.
 She is available 
during lunch till after 
school and is almost al-
ways found working with 
the various sports teams of 
our school. Not only is she 
busy and active, but being 
here for half of the day goes 
along well with her sched-
ule. Mrs. Desai works not 
just at CV, but she also has 
a job outside of teaching as 
a physical therapist.   
 In fact, along with 
her Bachelors of Science 
degree, and Masters of 
Science degree, Ms. Desai 
holds a Doctorate degree in 
physical therapy.  
 So far, Mrs. Desai 
has grown accustomed to 

By Fatema Azam

Mrs. Milovich gets work done in the teachers lounge during her 
open period. This is Milovich’s first year at Clayton Valley.

 Clayton Valley Char-
ter Highschool has acquired 
many teachers as the reputa-
tion in becoming a charter fol-
lowed up many achievements. 
Within these achievements, 
Clayton Valley has welcomed  
new staff and administrators 
to join the Ugly family. 
 A specific person, 
one of the many teachers 
who joined the staff, shows 
outstanding credentials and 
an amazing résumé. Clay-
ton Valley would love to ac-
knowledge Mrs. Toral Desai. 
Mrs. Desai is not only a new 
member to the Clayton Valley 
staff, but she is also the new 
Head Athletic Trainer for the 
Eagles. 
 Clayton Valley still 
wonders and is surprised by 

how this remarkable indi-
vidual came to join our Ugly 
Family. 
 Toral explains that 
Clayton Valley had all the 
components she wanted in 
a job and to work with. She 
joins us as not only and Ath-
letic Trainer, but a teacher 
as well. Mrs. Desai teaches 
only two classes, 5th and 6th 
period ROP Sports Medi-
cine.  Desai is a sports med. 
teacher, not just because it 
is required along with her 
job as an athletic trainer, 
but  because she wants to be 
a teacher. Desai said, “My 
goal is to provide some in-
sight on opportunities in the 
sports medicine field.” Not 
only this, but it also allows 
her to review the material 

CV. She initially informed the Talon, “Yes, I enjoy the 
challenges that come with my job. To see as many stu-
dents as possible and to help with as many injuries that 
come along with educating athletes in proper rehab and 
prevention of injuries.”
 

Valley, teaching is nothing new for Milov-
ich. She’s been teaching for eight years and 
she last taught at an all-boys private school 
in San Mateo.
     In December 2012, Milovich quit teach-
ing and took up yearbook making. But, she 
missed it so much, she had to start up again.
     Milovich has an open door policy, 
meaning that students can come and talk to 
her about anything. She hopes that students 
will open up not only to her, but to others 
as well.
 “As cliché as it is, it’s really im-
portant to be who you are and not change 
yourself to impress others.” Milovich ad-
vises high school students. “Be comfort-
able with who you are, people like you.”
     Milovich always tries to teach her stu-
dents what her freshmen English teacher 
taught her. He didn’t just point out every-
thing that was wrong with her writing, he 
told her she had the potential to be a writer. 

New athletic trainer enjoys the challenges of her job

New Athletic Trainer Toral Desai tapes a student’s 
wrist.  Mrs. Desai taped dozens of ankles and wrists 
every day after school during fall sports.

South African Liberator Nelson Mandela passes away

     “Bye mom and dad! I’m moving to 
California, a place I’ve never been to 
before!” said Freshman English teacher, 
Meghan Milovich, reminiscing of the 
day she told her parents where she had 
decided to go to college. Originally from 
Vermont, Mrs. Milovich took the risk of 
moving to California to attend UCSF, 
rather than staying close to home and 
going to school in Connecticut, where 
she knew she would be bored. She’s 
been here ever since.
     Although she’s a teacher now, Milov-
ich never dreamed of becoming one.
“I wanted to be a doctor but I took one 
biology class and I hated it,” said Milov-
ich. Her love for philosophy led her into 
becoming a philosophy major and final-
ly, a teacher.
     Though she may be new to Clayton 

To this day, she remembers what he said and tells her-
self that her students don’t want to know what they did 
wrong, they want to know that their good enough.

English Teacher Milovich welcomes students with open door policy

 
 On December 5, 2013 
the last 20th century libera-
tor died. Nelson Mandela went 
from being a political prisoner 
for 27 years to becoming presi-
dent of South Africa and uniting 
with the messages of love and 
peace.  
 Mandela, better known 
as Madiba, was able to form 
South Africa to a democratic so-
ciety in which all people lived in 
harmony and equal opportuni-
ties.  Mandela was a controver-
sial figure at first, and was at one 
time labeled a terrorist. None-
theless, he still aquired many 
achievements. He received 250 
honors including the Noble 
Prize and the Soviet Order of 

Lenin and the US Presidential 
Medal of Freedom. 
 Mandela was born on 
July 18, 1918 in a South Af-
rican village known as Mvezo 
in Umtatu. He was given the 
name “ Nelson” by his Eng-
lish teacher as it was a custom 
among Africans in those days.  
 Nelson began his law 
studies as the only African stu-
dent at the University of Wit-
watersrand. He soon began 
forming relations with Jewish, 
Indian, and even liberal and 
communist Europeans. Man-
dela became head of the ANC 
which was an organization 
that combated with the Apart-
heid regime. After 27 years of 
hard labor imprisonment by 

the Apartheid regime, he was 
released and four years later 
he was elected the first black 
president of South Africa.   
 Mandela believed in 
friendship with all, from the 
president of the United States 
to Muammar Gadhafi, and 
communist leaders like Fidel 
Castro. Mandela’s achieve-
ments have been motivating 
to so many individuals. Mr. 
Anwar had many bold words 
to express his respect towards 
Mandela.  “He changed South 
Africa. Like MLK or Gandhi  
he stood up for a multicultural 
world”. 
 Mrs. Dillon also had 
a lot of praise for Mandela. 
“ He made the world a better 

Nelson Mandela in front of the South African Flag.. Now that 
he hass passed the world is reflecting about how he changed the 
world and united a once tumultous nation.

place through peace, like MLK or Gandhi he 
sent a message to the world and even forgave 
the people who put him in hard labor for 27 

years” 
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OPINION
Gun control laws 
necessary indeed
By Jillian Argento

College application process 
a never ending cycle
By Liliana Hernandez

write.
 One young girl who 
fought avidly for her edu-
cation is Malala Yousafzai, 
a 16 year old girl who dared 
to go to school.  “For us 
girls that doorway was like 
a magical entrance to our 
own special world.” said 
Malala in Upfront maga-
zine.  At age 11 she began 
to speak out about women 
advocacy and became a 
target for the Taliban.  Ma-
lala’s struggle for women 
equality has been debated 
extensively.  Her efforts 
have brought about a revo-
lutionary stance, which has 
sparked thousands of or-
ganizations and women to 

By Kaeli Calica and Quincy 
Winship raise up and speak her mind.  

“One child, one teacher, 
one book, and one pen can 
change the world.”  Now, as 
a result of Malala and other 
speakers, awareness has 
been raised and their voices 
heard.
 Malala is a student 
who fights not only for her 
education but for others as 
well. In the U.S., students 
don’t have to fight for their 
education or worry about 
whether they can go to 
school tomorrow, or ever. 
Education is guaranteed and 
required for all.  It is an ev-
eryday routine that is denied 
to Malala and thousands of 
students around the globe

 “Oh great, tomorrow’s 
Monday,” is something most 
students will say the night be-
fore school. Being able to say 
“time to go to school” every 
morning, is a privilege that 
millions of children around the 
world don’t experience. 
 For most kids in the 
United States, waking up and 
having to get ready for 8 hours 
of math, science, and English, 
is something that most people 
dread. However what if we 
didn’t even have the privilege 
to go to school? What if you 
woke up with the sunrise, car-
ried firewood for miles every 
day, and couldn’t even read or 

 Above is the picture on the cover of Malala’s book 
“My Story”.Malala is an advocate for women’s 
rights in the Middle East and has been a target of 
the Taliban

 Day to day, week to 
week, month to month, year to 
year, the cycle of college appli-
cations never ends. Students in 
modern society spend their entire 
lives preparing for the day they 
can say, “Look, Mom, I got into 
Harvard!”
 However unrealistic this 
may sound, most high school 
teens seem as though they are 
preparing to apply to Ivy League 
and other prestigious universi-
ties. They play sports and join 
clubs with the underlying idea 
that extracurricular activities 
look good on college applica-
tions. Besides the fact that many 
students do enjoy helping their 
community, many volunteer be-
cause they need to in order to 
make their applications stand out 
among the thousands of names 
admissions officials see every 
year. 
 “I transferred into UCLA 
with a 3.3 GPA,” says Athletic 
Director Amber Lineweaver. 
“Getting into UCLA with that 
GPA now is unheard of.” Many 
students now would agree that 
they could never imagine being 
accepted into UCLA with that 
grade point average. Rather, stu-
dents are expected to have at least 
a 4.0 in order to even be consid-
ered for certain institutions, such 
as the top UCs in California.
 Overall, the number of 
applications universities receive 
increases steadily every year; 
consequently, more applicants 

 With an estimated 283 mil-
lion guns in civilian hands, the 
United States experiences over ten 
thousand gun homicides annually, 
leaving the country ranked fairly 
high in this category worldwide. 
However, California has some of the 
strictest gun laws amongst the states 
and has experienced a 56% decrease 
in gunfire killings since 1993. The 
current gun laws that are in place in 
the state of California have proven 
to be successful, so why not contin-
ue with the regulations and continue 
to lower the statistic?
     Many gun owners stand in the 
way of dropping such rates as gun 
control laws are quite frequently 
equated to stripping away American 
citizens’ 2nd Amendment right to 
bear arms. But gun owners are still 
treated equally as citizens and they 
can still own their guns as long as 
they meet the proper requirements 
to do so.  
     As a result of many mass shoot-
ings in the past year, namely the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting, legislators have taken ac-
tion more than ever before in the 
state of California to regulate gun 
laws. Subsequently, three key issues 
that were brought up by American 
citizens after the shooting were 
the improvement of background 
checks, limiting the sales of mili-
tary-style weaponry, and the ability 
to confiscate guns from criminals or 
the mentally-ill. These topics have 
created controversy amongst gun 
rights advocates.  
     One of the biggest worries that 

Malala inspires students and causes them to value their education

are going to be cut because of low 
standardized test scores or an insuffi-
cient amount of extracurriculars. It has 
come to the point where although the 
scores and extracurriculars re there, 
they are simply not enough. Students 
are thus pressured to be incredibly ac-
tive in their school and community.
 In addition, education in the 
United States is incomparable to that 
of foreign nations, yet it seems as 
though we have all the universities 
that foreigners want to attend. The 
pressure thus increases because stu-
dents no longer only compete with 
each other but also with students that 
have had more experience and a more 
rigorous education. Moreover, the as-
pect that puts the most stress on stu-
dents nowadays is the idea that going 
to a four year university is mandatory. 
Whether it is to find a decent job in the 
future or just to get out of the house, 
the importance of higher education 
has grown immensely within the cul-
ture of this newer generation.
 CVCHS student Rita Regel-
brugge contends that “jobs have be-
come more competitive, so more peo-
ple try to get an edge on their peers. 
College has evolved into a necessity 
because it is seen as a step for higher 
paying careers.”
 All in all, many students are 
very stressed during their senior year 
because they are waiting to see how 
much their hard work paid off. In the 
end, no matter how much students 
stress over college applications, they 
must keep one thing in mind: every-
thing happens for a reason. Good 

Luck Seniors!

gun owners have is concerning 
background checks and required 
information to obtain a gun. Start-
ing January 1st, 2014, “the Cali-
fornia Department of Justice will 
retain information on long-gun pur-
chases, data it had formerly been 
compelled to destroy within five 
days”. One might think that this 
shouldn’t be too much of an issue 
for law abiding gun owners. How-
ever, Nancy Stewart, a 55 year-old 
from Grass Valley, says otherwise, 
stating, “My ultimate concern is if 
someone knocks on my door and 
says you’ve got three guns, we need 
two of them.” Many gun owners 
find the retention of such personal 
information by the government to 
be invasive, but it can be very help-
ful in order to ensure the safety of 
others in the future.   
         California’s gun control regu-
lations have produced extremely 
successful results by cutting gun-
fire killings by nearly half over the 
past two decades. Yet there are still 
thousands of gunfire homicides in 
the state of California every year. 
Gun control laws are necessary no 
matter how much responsibility 
gun owners vow to take. Moreover, 
extreme measures must continue 
to be considered in order to pre-
vent senseless deaths in the United 
States.     

     



 The time for Christmas shopping has come, and one of the biggest challenges is finding thoughtful and most importantly afford-
able gifts. This season save yourself the extra stress by making creative DIY gifts from materials and ingredients you can find practically 
anywhere without wasting your money. Here are some ideas to create for everyone on your gift list.

Hot Cocoa Santas/Reindeer  
• Marshmallows
• Hot Cocoa Powder
• Googly Eyes
• Cotton Balls (Santa)
• Pipe Cleaner (reindeer antlers)
• Red Pompom (nose) 

Mason Jar Snow Globe
• Small Mason Jar 
• Plastic Figurine
• Glue Gun
• Glitter
• Water 

Photo Ornament
• 4x6 Photo
• Clear Glass Ornament
• Ribbon
• Scissors
• Tissue Paper 
 This year instead of heading to the mall, utilize the materials you’ve got at home and give your friends or family a gift they’ll 
enjoy and appreciate. Each of these DIY projects can help save you some extra dollars for a present that’s just as good as any other. Next 
time you’re out of ideas, use some of these DIY crafts and many others to make the perfect gift so no one’s left out this Christmas.

The Talon Staff
Editors In Chief: Garrett Blatter, Jack Brown and 

Liliana Hernandez
Advisor: Amber Lineweaver

Director of Paper Distribution: Ryan Williams
Staff Writers:

 

Please direct any questions, concerns, or com-
ments about this edition of The Talon to:

CVCHStalon@gmail.com
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Save money by doing it yourself this holiday season
By Dalia Anwar

holiday cheer. Freshmen Maddie warms the 
heart when writing; “Santa isn’t the only one 
traveling the world with a heavy load on his 
back.” 
 The CVCHS freshmen may not have 
brought the soldiers home, but they did send 
a little of home to the soldiers. The holiday 
season is a time to be spent with loved ones, 
but it is also a time to sit down and instead of 
writing a letter to Santa, write one to a soldier 
and like freshman Colton Haley said, “Stay 
strong, stay courageous, stay a proud ambas-
sador of the United States.” You will never 
know what one letter can mean to someone 
until you write one.
 

 During the holidays we tend to 
be thankful and give back more, but 
Blue Star Moms does this throughout 
the year. Blue Star Moms is a nonprofit 
organization that consists of moms who 
have or had sons/daughters overseas. 
Loretta Masnada (a Blue Star Mom) 
explains, “We enjoy many freedoms in 
the wonderful country where we live. 
These freedoms are possible because 
our United States Armed Forces have 
fought for them for many years.” 
 These lovely ladies collect 
food, drinks, toiletries, etc. and then 
make packages to send to the serving 
men/women. Besides donating food, 
the moms highly encourage writing 
letters to the soldiers, especially during 
the holidays.  
 For the zero period Link Crew 
class this was the perfect opportunity to 
reach out to the freshmen at CVCHS. 
The freshmen were then asked to write 
letters to the soldiers, Link Crew col-
lected 70 letters in total. 
 Many of the letters wished the 
soldiers a happy holidays and thanked 
them for their service. Freshman Jay-
lyn wrote, “I hope your family can en-
joy their holiday season knowing that 
you are a true hero.” 
 The holiday season can get a 
little crazy a times, but the freshmen at 
CVCHS took time to give thanks and 
share a bit of themselves to a service 
man or woman who could use a bit of 

Blue Star Moms encourage freshmen to write letters of 
encouragement to soldiers serving overseas
Sara Ward and Maddie Stull

The Freshmen English classes were asked to participate 
in the letter writing to soldiers serving overseas.  The Link 
Crew helped organize for the Blue Star Moms.


