
• Each Student adds their own spe-
cial touch as they strut their fan-
cy apparel down the runway.

By Liliana Hernandez
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Lip synching students wow the crowd
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“A Night in Paris” 
Fashion Show by   
Senior Women

Clayton Valley 
teachers recongized 
for unique qualities

• Journalism class weighs 
in on the most stand out 
teachers at Clayton Val-
ley.

By Dalia Anwar

Senior Danny Condon dances his Uggs off during his Airband perfo-
mance.  This was Mrs. Allen’s first year teaching Public Speaking and 
running the Airband event.  

 Air Band, the annual 
lip-syncing competition at 
Clayton Valley Charter High 
School, took place on April 
third and fourth. Weeks of 
preparation resulted in one 
show with sixteen unique 
acts performed by the stu-
dents of the Public Speak-
ing class at Clayton Valley. 
Maureen Allan, the Public 
Speaking teacher this year, 
worked with her students 
throughout the third and 
fourth quarters of this year 
to put on this spectacle.
 For as long as any of 
the current Clayton Valley 
students can remember, ad-
ministrator Neil McChesney 
was the Public Speaking 
teacher. However, with his 
transition from a classroom 
to the Main Office, Allan 
took on the challenge of 
teaching this diverse class.
 “Teaching this class 
has been both challenging 
and rewarding; it has been a 
great opportunity for me as 
both a student and a teacher,” 
stated Allan. Allan fervently 
believes that public speaking 

is an essential life skill, 
and although there have 
been some challenges 
with planning Air Band 
for the first time, she is 
excited to have partaken 
in it.
 Senior Taylor 
Dickson has taken Public 
Speaking twice, last year 
with McChesney and this 
year with Allan. Dick-
son implies, “You can 
definitely tell that there 
is more of an English ap-
plication to what we do 
in class, but we still have 

the same bonding activities 
and development of speech 
skills.”
 Air Band prac-
tices started taking place 
sixth period, but during the 
week of the performance, 
the students stayed after 
school rehearsing for sev-
eral hours. Gregory Hile 
and Drama Teacher Kevin 
Cline offered what advice 
they could to students when 
they visited the rehearsals. 
The Tech Team also worked 
long hours for “tech week,” 
helping the students achieve 

their desired lighting and 
sound affect.
 Air Band began 
with the entire Public 
Speaking class dancing to 
the song “Let’s Get it Start-
ed,” where the audience 
was surrounded by dancing 
students. Sam Myers and 
Luis Molina were the MCs 
of Air Band and kept the 
audience’s attention in be-
tween songs. Lizet Hernan-
dez, Clayton Valley alum-
nus, thought that the MCs 
did a great job transitioning 
between songs and talking 
about the Public Speaking 
class.
 Senior Sam Myers, 
also having taken Public 
Speaking two years in a 
row, says“I was not really 
nervous for being an MC, 
except maybe afraid of for-
getting my lines in front of 
the audience. Otherwise, 
I felt confident because 
of my prior experience in 
Public Speaking and Air 
Band last year as well.”

Wheelchair basketball game eye opening experience

Wheelchair basketball participants gather after the game.  The event 
was a huge success in only its first year and raised money for children 
with physical disabilities.  

 On Monday, 
March 10th a combi-
nation of Clayton Val-
ley’s boys varsity and 
JV basketball teams 
took on a visiting bas-
ketball team from Bay 
Area Outreach Program 
(BORP). The twist? Ev-
eryone played the game 

in wheelchairs. 
 BORP is a program 
located in Berkeley that 
provides sports and recre-
ational opportunities for 
students with physical dis-
abilities. Although Clayton 
Valley was given a 50 point 
lead, BORP still came back 
and won the game. 
 The game was orga-

nized by a group of students 
in each grade in the Public 
Service Academy. The event 
was part of a fundraiser for 
their second semester proj-
ect. Sophomore Alexa Kal-
las  came up with the idea for 
raising money for children 
with physical disabilities. “I 
have a nine year old cousin 
and she has a disease called 

Morquio which had her us-
ing a wheelchair from a very 
young age,” said Kallas. 
 Alexa and her group 
realized that living with 
physical disabilities not only 
affects the child living with 
it, but their families as well. 
The PSA group consisted of 

(Cont’d on page 2)

(Cont’d on page 3)

Come to the CVCHS Hoopla 
Charity Event on April 30th 
at 4pm in the small gym.  All 
proceeds benefit the Ameri-
can Heart Association.  Sign 

up a team for $20 or just 
come to watch for only $2.
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Students happy about changes to SAT

 The Clayton Valley 
population has been buzzing 
about the new changes to the 
SAT Reasoning test, arriving in 
2016. The current version of this 
test includes a reading, writing, 
and a math section that takes 
approximately 3-4 hours, taken 
on paper and with a computer, 
and is scored out of 2400. Now, 
the new test coming out in 2016 
will mostly be testing math and 
reading, but will include an op-
tional essay. The 2016 test will 
be scored out of 1600, with a 
separate scoring for those who 
choose to take the essay.
 “Although the College 

Board seems like they still need 
to work some things out, I think 
the the new changes made to the 
SAT are overall a good thing. It 
might not be more beneficial to 
the students who are taking the 
new version of the SAT because 
they are making it easier. Either 
way, it is a weird test.” States 
senior Quincy Winship, having 
taken the current SAT a total of 
three times.
 CVCHS freshmen are 
happy about the new changes 
because they are making it eas-
ier. Freshmen Fatema Azam is 
excited because “the changes to 
the SAT  are so much easier on 
us, especially since the essay is 
optional and there is no penalty 

for getting a question wrong.”
 The College Board 
has teamed up with the Khan 
academy to better prepare 
students not only for the SAT 
but for the future. This way, 
students will actually be able 
to learn the material and be 
tested correspondingly. No 
longer will students be taught 
test-taking tricks, and al-
though they are always use-
ful, they do not aid in truly 
testing a student’s knowledge. 
Moreover, instead of merely 
picking a letter and filling out 
bubbles, students will have to 
cite their sources and explain 
their answers.
 All in all, this SAT 

New changes to the SAT Reasoning test have students apprehen-
sive but most seem to think the changes are a good thing.  The new 
test will require students to cite their sources and explain their 
answers.

Wheelchair basketball game

Senior Ryan Dudley struts his fancy attire 
down the aisle.  while Rachel Siver shows 
off her fancy prom dress.

     On March 28th, a Friday 
evening, the Senior Women of 
Clayton Valley Charter High 
School hosted their annual fash-
ion show in the large gymnasi-
um.  The floor of the gym was 
covered in tarps, chairs were 
organized in three separate sec-
tions, and a long runway was 
positioned toward the end of 
the basketball court.  The lights 
went dim and the models ap-
peared through streamers in 
the middle of the stage.  At this 
point, the director of the show, 
Madison O’Connor, rushed to 
the back room.  “The first store 
is up, group two is waiting back-
stage, and group three needs to 
make their way to the big gym,” 
O’Connor said.
 O’Connor, a member 
of Senior Woman at CV, spent 
months organizing this event.  
“I was chosen to be in charge 
of the fashion show right be-
fore we went to winter break,” 
said O’Connor, “and we started 
working on it the last week of 
break.”  In order to get clothes to 
model, she needed to get group 
representatives and reach out to 
stores.  “All the girls that want-
ed to be store reps, I just sent 
them to different stores and they 

  Students flaunt popular brands at annual Fashion Show
    By Jack Brown

asked the store if they wanted 
to participate,” O’Connor said.  
After getting stores to agree on 
providing clothes, O’Connor 
had to get models and dis-
perse them among the different 
groups.  “Once we got all the 
models it was up to the group to 
decide their song and rehearse.”
 The stores includ-
ed in the fashion show were 
Gesinee’s, Men’s Wearhouse, 
Aeropostale, Buckle, Tart, 
Brandy Melville, and Kmart by 
Adam Levine.  The store repre-
sentative of Buckle, Emmy Hur-
ley, faced some problems with 
her group.  “The hardest part 
was people dropping out,” said 
Hurley, “we needed to find new 
models because our original 
ones flaked.”  After picking out 
clothes at Buckle, Hurley put 
money down for every member 
of her group as collateral.  “One 
of the most stressful parts was 
making sure we didn’t ruin the 
clothes because that would have 
been extremely expensive.”
 While the Senior Wom-
en spent a great deal of time 
organizing the event, they still 
needed models to help flaunt the 
clothing.  Max Renner and Kyle 
Metz, both members of Senior 

Men at CV, were models for the 
Men’s Wearhouse group.  “We 
looked sexy and killed every-
one with our love,” said Renner.  
Metz was quick to agree, “We 
looked a lot sexier than anyone 
thought we could look.”  They 
both agreed that they made 
friends in the process, and they 
got even closer with the stu-
dents that they already knew.  
“It was fun, and then afterwards 
we went to Nations,” Renner 
said laughing.
 The show lasted about 
an hour and a half.  As students 
strutted down the stage cheers 
and howls could be heard across 
the building.  Each model added 
their own special touch as they 
walked the runway.  One model, 
Ryan Dudley, had his only little 
dance he performed at the edge 
of the stage. “I loved yelling for 
my boys every time they came 
out,” said CV senior Gabe Tay-
lor who attended the show for 
fun.
 As the show ended, the 
crowd went wild and the DJ 
played his final song.  “I think 
the night was a success,” said 
O’Connor, “and I’m sure this 
will be a great event for years to 
come.”

 

Seniors Clayton Martin and Bran-
don Truesdale, Juniors Daisy Ag-
ers and Kierra Brown, Sophomores 
Cambria Rojas, Gracie Huffine, 
and Alexa Kallas, and Freshmen; 
Dalia Anwar, Brianna Simeone, 
and Wyatt Bredell.
 The game proved to be an 
eye opening experience for both 
the basketball team and spectators. 

Clayton Valley basketball had 
never played in wheelchairs be-
fore the game and all enjoyed the 
event. 
 Freshman Chad Treppa 
on the JV basketball team says 
“Yes it was difficult but mov-
ing was pretty easy once you got 
the hang of it, but it was a lot of 
fun, I’m glad I played in it.” The 

    By Liliana Hernandez

 

game gave insight to the CV players 
as to what it is really like to move in a 
wheelchair and how skilled the players 
from BORP truly are. 
 There was a great turn out for 
the game and the spectators were able 
to be a part of the experience as well. 
“I loved being able to supervise some-
thing really rewarding. As a teacher, I 
look forward to watching my students 
come up with an idea, work on a proj-
ect, and make it a reality,” said Mr. 

Anwar who supervised the event.
 All proceeds from the game 
will be going towards a public park 
swing, accessible to physically dis-
abled children in the Claycord area. 
“Our goal was 1000 dollars,” sayid 
Daisy Agers, “and so far we have 
868, so, hopefully, we can reach 
it.”  The group agrees that their 
fundraiser was very successful and 
would love to see it become an an-
nual event at Clayton Valley.       

(Cont’d from front page)

will bring about much change for students tak-
ing them starting in 2016, and college admis-
sions may also be revolutionized based on these 
changes.
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Minimum wage causes low standard of living
$64 a day. After one work 
week (usually 5 days) that per-
son would make a mere $320. 
An average of $1280 would 
be earned a week if someone 
worked two minimum wage 
jobs a day. Earning $320 a 
week is not nearly enough 
money to be financially secure 
when trying to support a fam-
ily.  
 In addition to the al-
ready short earnings from a 
minimum wage job, federal 
and state taxes take even more 
money away from hard-work-
ing Americans. California’s 
tax rates range from 1.25% to 
9.55% and are weighted upon 
California residents’ income 
and non-residents’ income 
from California sources. The 
amount you have to pay to the 
state and federal governments 
depends on individual annual 
income.   

Scheduling conflict between AP testing and Every 15 Minutes
By Jillian Argento

The current California minimum wage of $8 per hour is 
scheduled to go up to $9 per hour on July 1st and $10 an 
hour in January of 2016.

Vunny Garaventa played a role in the Every 15 Minutes crash scene 
in 2012.  Every 15 Minutes teaches students the danger of driving 
under the influence.

  The “American Dream” 
is an illusion which illustrates a 
healthy lifestyle, a well-paying 
job, a family, all the basic ne-
cessities in life etc.  However, 
being able to financially sup-
port your family has become a 
more difficult task because of 
minimum wage.  It is sad that 
some people that are dedicated 
towards their jobs cannot fulfill 
their own “American Dream” 
due to the little pay of minimum 
wage. 
 California has a mini-
mum wage of $8 per hour. Start-
ing July 1st, that amount will 
rise to $9 per hour, and January 
1st of 2016 is scheduled to see 
another increase to $10 per hour. 
If someone in California worked 
one job that paid a minimum 
wage of $8 an hour and worked 
for approximately 8 hours a day, 
that person would make about 

By Kaeli Calica

 

 Being able to have a 
job is already good, however, 
making so little an hour is not 
making a living. People are 
underpaid for all of their hard 
work, and it is even worse that 
they still have to pay for taxes. 
At the end of the year, people 
have to pay for transportation, 
corrections in the area you live 
in, welfare, etc. For people that 
work hard to earn their money, 
it is not right that their hard 
work is almost gone to waste 
because that they have to pay 
taxes. 
 It is great that we live 
in a state that tries to look out 
for all people, but people that 
do not work hard towards mak-
ing their own lives better, do 
not deserve that extra money 
from the people that actually 
earned it themselves. 
 All in all, minimum 
wage is still quite low, and add-

ing on all of the state and federal taxes, results 
in a low amount of money that hard working 
people deserve to have.  

Air Band
(Cont’d from front page)
 Some of the songs acted out by stu-
dents included the Fresh Prince of Bel Air, 
Heartless, A Thousand Miles, Burning up, 
and many more. The Public Speaking stu-
dents did not only learn staging and lighting 
techniques, but also gain confidence with 
this event. Freshman Spencer Tamichi says 
that “I have benefitted because when I work 
with other people I feel more confident per-
forming and sharing my thoughts.”
  Air Band is always an event to watch. 
Often comedic, the individual performances 
are only limited by the students’ imagination. 
A lot of work was put into Air Band, and the 

Makayla Davis, Luis Molina,and Lilianna Hernandez were 
three of the proud award recipients in the annual CVCHS Air 
Band competition.  .  

Public Speaking student Grace Okpanachi struts her stuff on stage 
during Air Band in an attempt to wow the judges and take home a 
prize.

 On May 6th, two signifi-
cant events will be occurring on 
the Clayton Valley campus – as 
long as circumstances remain the 
same. One of those events is the 
Every 15 Minutes simulation, 
which takes place every two years 
and involves juniors and seniors. 
The presentation demonstrates 
the severe consequences of being 
under the influence and driving. 
 Also on this date will be 
the AP testing of several subjects 
including Spanish Language, 
Computer Science, and Art His-
tory. Other subjects will be doing 
their testing up until May 16th. 
Both events are set to take place 
on campus, which has caused 
contention between students and 
the administration.
 Students taking the AP 
test are now put in somewhat of 

a predicament as they are 
experiencing several dis-
advantages in the situa-
tion. AP students will not 
be able to participate in 
the large demonstration of 
the Every 15 Minutes pro-
gram and will miss their 
only opportunity to do so 
in high school. And be-
cause the event occurs on 
campus, students who are 
testing will have to work 
through the chaotic pro-
gram. It’s also a regular 
school day, so AP test tak-
ers will be impacted by the 
sounds of sirens, heartbeat 
recordings, and lockers 
slamming. 
 Samantha Duma-
lig, a junior at Clayton 
Valley, said, “Personally, I 
have a hard time focusing 
on tests and I think being 
at school would be disrup-

tive.”
 For obvious reasons, 
students who have paid $100 
for the AP test do not want 
to risk any possible chance 
of not passing the test. Many 
students have the hopes of 
there being a change in the 
circumstances, but as of right 
now, the administration has 
not announced any adjust-
ment to the schedule. 
 The other problem in 
the situation is that students 
will be missing out on Ev-
ery 15 Minutes. “I’m really 
disappointed that I won’t be 
able to see something that 
I’ve waited to see,” says Sa-
mantha, as the demonstration 
only occurs every other year. 
Samantha, along with many 
other AP students, believes 
that while she understands 
the complications of the 
scheduling conflict, it is not 

fair that hardworking students are losing out on 
this special opportunity and reward. 
 Hopefully, students will be able to pass 
their tests and not feel bad about missing the Ev-
ery 15 Minutes program. 
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Undefeated Ugly baseball team has high hopes for season
By Grant Meylan

By Quincy Winship and Kaeli 
Calica

DVAL expansion for boys lacrosse increases competition

The boys lacrosse team has a tough 
schedule this year, playing competitors 
such as Piedmont, Berkeley and Bishop 
O’Dowd.  

 Head Varsity Boys’ La-
crosse coach, Matt Hill, strode 
up to the turf, brown hair fleck-
ed with grey, eyes roving across 
the field, white hat pulled low 
over his face to block the ebb-
ing sun.  Matt Hill has been 
head coach for Clayton Valley 
Men’s Lacrosse for nine years.  
Hill and his wife, Michelle, 
have become the backbone for 
the boy’s team, playing the role 
of parent and mentor to many 
of the young men. 
 Junior, Brent Tovrea, 
one of the four captains of the 
team, has been playing lacrosse 
for six years now, first for the 
Walnut Creek Warriors club 
team, now for Clayton Valley.  
His experience of the game and 
speed quickly propelled him 
towards being on varsity since 

freshman year, and these skills 
have helped him become a 
valuable asset to the team. 
 This season they boys 
face many tough opponents 
including Piedmont, Berkeley, 
and Bishop O’Dowd.  With 
many vital senior players leav-
ing last season, Tovrea said, 
“we have been working good 
as a team, but it’s definitely 
going to be a second half kind 
of year, ever since freshman 
year, we have been a little 
shaky in the beginning of the 
season, but we soon fall into 
our rhythm and perform really 
well.” 
 Last year many new 
teams were added to the boy’s 
DVAL league, making compe-
tition more difficult.  The boys 
have been league champs for 
several years, but now face 
much more challenging teams 
and rely on many new play-

ers, such as freshman Ian Tot-
tle.  Tottle began playing for the 
Warriors six years ago, and plays 
midfield for Clayton Valley.  “I 
think we are going to do pretty 
good.” 
 With a hard season 
ahead, the boys are going to 
need to dig deep and give it their 
all.  They plan on making it to 
NCS and being League champs 
for this season, requiring them 
to improve and maintain their 
game in all aspects of the sport.  
“With many younger players, 
it’s not about just building, it’s 
about working together as a 
team,” said Tovrea.  The team 
has already bonded well and are 
looking forward to a season of 
good lacrosse.

 For most teams, winning 
ten games in a row is a huge ac-
complishment, a combination of 
hard work, skill and discipline 
that allows one team to edge 
out another. However, over the 
last four years, a group of ath-
letes remain atop their sport: the 
Clayton Valley Baseball team. 
 For most of the team, the 
road to glory started even before 
their first practice as official Ea-
gles, it truly started on the CV 
Pony baseball team. As thirteen 
and fourteen year olds, a core 
group of these players pulled 
together a phenomenal 22-0-2 
season, and were crowned 680 
league champions under Assis-
tant coach Delaney Gallagher 
and Clayton Valley baseball 
alumni Sam Carter (who went 
on to play in the minor leagues 
after his time at St. Mary’s Col-
lege). 

 As freshmen, the majority 
of these players came back to play, 
along with the addition of a few 
newcomers. Sam Carter no longer 
coached the team as he was hired 
by St. Mary’s as an assistant coach, 
so Delaney Gallagher took on the 
role of head coach. “We probably 
learned more that year than any 
other. It wasn’t super advanced 
stuff like we are learning now, but 
Del changed our entire mind sets as 
baseball players and young men,” 
said catcher Ethan Utler. Team play 
was demanded because as Coach 
Delaney Gallagher made it a point 
to say “it’s bigger than you. Base-
ball is bigger than you.” Changing 
each player’s mind from negative 
about failure to “how can I help the 
team?” is one of the biggest roles in 
Clayton Valley baseball’s past and 
current success. The Eagle fresh-
man team went on to have a perfect 
season of 23-0, dominating most 

teams by more than ten runs. 
  As sophomores few 
things changed. The slightly thin-
ner group continued to dominate 
whoever they played, including 
their most prized game: a win 
over De La Salle 2-0. Garrett 
Nelson made varsity as a sopho-
more and worked his way to be-
come the starting first baseman. 
Grant Meylan got the varsity pull 
up a little past the half-way point 
in the year, but the team did not 
struggle. Although they lost a few 
games that year, the class of 2014 
managed to string together 52 
victories in a row from freshman 
to sophomore year, only defeated 
by College Park, Northgate, and 
Alhambra. 
 Last year was most of the 
group’s first year of varsity base-
ball. An even thinner team made 
their way up to the highest level 
of baseball most of them will 

ever play. Surrounded by phenomenal 
seniors only a handful of 2014 baseball 
players found their way into the start-
ing lineup. The power and strength of 
the seniors and the efficiency and pro-
ductivity of the juniors made way for a 
22-5 year, and to the semifinals of the 
NCS championship series.
 In the 2013-2014 season, the 
Eagles have continued their success. 
Starting off the year 14-0 all around and 
6-0 in league. Of the original 21 mem-
bers only 10 are playing the 2013-2014 
season. Austin Cannedy, Grant Meylan, 
Garrett Nelson, and Ethan Utler have 
achieved all-league honors as juniors 
and are looking to repeat. Meylan and 
Nelson both are recipients of division 
one college baseball scholarships to 
Santa Clara University (Meylan) and 
Cal State Longbeach (Nelson). 
 With three DVAL champion-
ships already under their belts, the 2014 
Ugly Baseball class have their heights 
set on an NCS title, a title that has been 
defended since 2010 by Campolindo 
high school. The last people to defeat 
Campolindo? Clayton Valley in 2009. 
The remainder of the season is prom-
ised to be exhilarating and successful as 
usual. 

Senior Grant Meylan has been on the varsity baseball 
team since sophomore year.  He will be playing for Santa 
Clara University in the fall on a scholarship.

Senior Gabe Taylor is a pitcher for the CV 
Ugly Eagles baseball team as well as having 
been our varsity football quarterback.  He is 
hoping to help the Eagles earn their way to 
an NCS championship.
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Undefeated Ugly baseball team has high hopes for season

April Athletes Spotlight

Competitive inequity evident in NCS championship game 
By Garrett Blatter

Led by head coach Paul Kommer, the Lady Eagle basket-
ball team had a phenomenal season, possibly the best in 
CV history. 
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“Without hard work 
and determination I 
wouldn’t be in the po-
sition I’m in to go to 
a big college football 
program and confer-
ence and hopefully 
one day play profes-
sionally.”

“We’re kinda 
the underdogs 
and this year 
we’re 9-3 and 
up there with the 
good teams”

 On March 8, 2014 Caron-
delet high school embarrassed 
Clayton Valley in the Division II 
North Coast Section Champion-
ship game with a score of 100-
48. Prior to the championship 
game the Cougars annihilated 
their opponents with scores of 
97-35, 75-41, and 92-44.  These 
excessive margins of victory 
make it evident that changes in 
the division alignment process 
need to be made. 
 Currently there is only 
one factor that determines the 
categorization of schools into 
Divisions: enrollment. Although 
it is fair the schools with high 
enrollment should compete with 
other large schools, there are still 
some teams that are exceptions 
to the rule and should be consid-
ered competitive anomalies due 
to their previous success. The 
Carondelet Cougars basketball 
team is one that should be seri-
ously considered as one, despite 
their enrollment number quali-
fying them for a lower ranking 
division.  With the flaws in the 
division alignment process NCS 
has violated its own purpose in 
“providing competitive equity 
for all students and schools,” ac-
cording to the NCS alignment 

handbook.  
 The population of 
Carondelet high school is 
802. This enrollment quali-
fies them for Division IV, 
however, NCS rules state 
that enrollment of a school 
composed entirely of the 
same sex will be doubled. 
Consequently, Carondelet’s 
population is recognized as 
being 1,604 when it comes 
to Division Alignment. His-
torically, Carondelet has 
proven that they are a level 
above Division II teams. 
The cougars have won the 
DII championship 10 of the 
past 12 years. Notwithstand-
ing their number 10 ranking 
in the nation according to 
maxpreps.com.  Although 
their enrollment qualifies 
them for DII, their absolute 
dominance has caused com-
petitive inequity to run ram-
pant in NCS for a decade.  
 One might argue 
that NCS allows schools to 
petition themselves to par-
ticipate in a higher division 
than the schools actual en-
rollment, nevertheless, it 
has become apparent that 
NCS cannot trust schools 
to petition themselves and 

promote competitive eq-
uity for the region where 
they have continually 
dominated for years.  One 
must wonder why Caron-
delet would not petition 
themselves for a higher 
division after winning 10 
NCS championships in 12 
years. What gain do they 
get from beating their 
opponent by 50 points 
in the NCS champion-
ship game? Carondelet’s 
placement in DII makes 
a mockery of NCS’s pur-
pose of providing com-
petitive equity for all 
schools.
 If schools were 
allowed to petition other 
schools to be placed in 
higher divisions NCS 
would more fully be ac-
complishing its purpose.  
One might contend that 
schools would frequently 
petition other schools to 
advance in higher divi-
sions to weaken their 
competition. However, 
this line of thinking is 
flawed since the school 
petitioning would have 
to make their case to the 
NCS alignment commit-

tee who would have the ultimate decision.  In the case 
of Carondelet, it would be both an easy case to make 
and an easy decision for the alignment committee. The 
statistics speak for themselves, rarely does one see such 
excessive margins of victory in a regional tournament 
where only the most talented and experienced teams get 
the opportunity to compete in the first place.
 It is a tragedy when Clayton Valley Girls bas-
ketball can have an absolutely phenomenal season, 
23-6 record, and get obliterated in the NCS finals to a 
team who has historically dominated the division for a 
decade. Ironically, Clayton Valley’s reward for losing 
in the championship game is advancing to DI, while 
Carondelet remains in DII. Carondelets basketball pro-
gram’s enormous success is truly admirable consider-
ing their size, but it is time for them to compete with 
teams on the same level as them.

• Ranked in the top 5 for NCS in track
• All East Bay Team
• 1st Team All-League
• Full ride scholarship to Oregon State for Track and            
 Football

• 1st team All-League
• 4 years of Varsity Women’s Lacrosse
• Offered Academic/Partial Scholarship for      
 Lacrosse 
• Will play club lacrosse at Chico State

Baseball & Softball Home Games
4/10 vs. Ygnacio Valley 4 pm
4/11 vs. Dougherty Valley 4 pm
4/17 vs. Northgate 4 pm
4/29 vs. Berean 4 pm
5/6 vs. College Park 4 pm
5/13, 5/16 DVAL Tournament

4/10 vs. Ygnacio Valley 4 pm
4/17 Northgate 4 pm
4/29 Berean Christain 4 pm
5/6 College Park 4 pm
5/13, 5/16 DVAL Tournament

Photo courtesy of Scott Anderson
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Teacher Awards 

Sarah Williams shining beacon for girls basketball team

Janelle Chapman balances demading schedule of school and dance

 
 On May 7th, 1975, Pres-
ident Ford declared an end to the 
Vietnam War. On May 7th, 1940, 
Winston Churchill became Brit-
ish Prime Minister. But the most 
renowned May 7th event was 
the birth of Sarah Williams, a bi-
nary CVCHS athlete. Little did 
her parents know at the time that 
their little bundle of joy would 
eventually break record after re-
cord in volleyball and become 
a shining beacon for the Clay-
ton Valley Charter High School 
Lady Eagles’ basketball team.
 Not only is she an ac-
complished basketball player, 
she has also set records in vol-
leyball for most assists in a sin-
gle game and most assists in a 
single season. With two volley-

ball and basketball practices 
per week during the summer, 
the vigorous training and 
practicing can start to take a 
toll on Sarah’s focus. But ac-
cording to her mother, Kathy 
Williams, it is a small price 
to pay for the amount of ex-
cellence her daughter has dis-
played throughout the years.
  “I’m very proud of 
her,” said Williams, “It’s hard 
on the girls, but they’re a pow-
erhouse team.”
 Sarah started play-
ing basketball when she was 
in third grade with Saint Bo-
naventure and has only gotten 
better with time. With her best 
friend, Morgan Giacobazzi, 
by her side and on the same 
team as her since seventh 
grade, the two have encour-

aged each other and have be-
come a dominant duo on the 
courts.
 “A group of her and 
some of her friends just got 
together one day and decided 
to start playing,” explained 
Kathy Williams.
 Unfortunately, with 
every good thing, there is a 
catch. Sarah faced issues such 
as sprained ankles during her 
sophomore and junior year, 
but thanks to her fierce ambi-
tion, she didn’t let those mi-
nor setbacks dull her sparkle.
 But Sarah is more 
than just a fantastic athlete. 
She also enjoys cooking and 
is a Disneyland fanatic with 
annual trips to the happiest 
place on Earth. She also has 
a dog named Tucker and an 

 From tap to jazz to hip-
hop, ballet, contemporary, and 
pointe, “I dance just about ev-
erything you can think of,” said 
Janelle Chapman. Starting at 
just six years old, Janelle be-
gan dancing at Dance Connec-
tion out of her own interest. 
However, as she grew older and 
schoolwork got more demand-
ing; Janelle’s schedule was be-
ginning to get more hectic.
 Having up to seven 
dance classes every weekday, 
she spends about seven hours 
everyday after school practic-
ing and working hard. With 
not much time on her hands, 
schoolwork can be more stress-
ful and time consuming than 
for the average student. “I have 
to make sure I’m really focused 

during school and manag-
ing time for my homework 
can get a bit stressful,” says 
Janelle. 
 Many students know 
what it’s like to have to jug-
gle sports and school and 
know its no easy task. When 
put in these situations, the 
thought of quitting usually 
comes to mind, but when it 
comes to Janelle she says, 
“I’ve never thought of stop-
ping. There’s always pres-
sure and stress to want to 
give up, but I’m determined 
and just keep going.” For 
her, grades always come first 
and says that 110% dedica-
tion is needed for everything 
she does.
 In order for her to 
destress from her incred-
ibly busy schedule, she says 

that since she’s always 
around people, “it’s nice 
to be able to just relax by 
myself with peace and 
quiet.” Even though she 
enjoys dance and spend-
ing time with friends, 
getting some alone time 
is sometimes all she 
needs. 
 C o n s i d e r i n g 
all the time and effort 
Janelle puts into dance, 
she has already thought 
of the possibility of this 
leading to something 
bigger like a career. “It’s 
not a pastime for me. I 
want to learn even more 
and make a future of it 
since it’s what I love to 
do,” said Janelle. No 
matter how exhausted 
she gets, she always 

Freshman Janelle Chapman began dancing at six years old at Dance 
Connection.  She spends up to seven hours a day practicing dance and 
hopes to make a future of it.  

amazingly supportive family. With UCLA on her 
mind and basketball and volleyball in her veins, 
the future is looking bright for Sarah Williams.

By Elizabeth Ramirez

finds motivation to improve each day. She has a genuine 
desire to dance and feels that the best part about it is, “if 
you have a passion for it, then you never worry about 
what people think, you’re just dancing for you”. 
 Even though she may have to make sacrifices, 
Janelle like many other students, is able to make anything 
possible with perseverance in order to continue doing 
what she really enjoys. 

                               Teacher Awards (according to Journalism)

Mr. Anwar- Most Entertaining Mr Corbett- Most Awkward Mr Turnbull- Epic Stories

Mr. Penovich-Most Eccentric Ms. DeAngelis- Most Creative Ms. Winkler- Favorite Newcomer

Senior Sarah Williams began her basketball career as a 
third grader at Saint Bonaventure.  Now, as well as being 
a volleyball star for CV, she is a standout starter on the 
varsity girls basketball team.  The team went as far as to 
the semifinal game in the State tournament.   
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OPINION
Senior Awards facing undeserving 
censorship
By Grant Meylan

Students deserve more language 
options applicable to society
By Gabriel Rosetti

ects and events during the 
year, helps to achieve these 
goals. 
 During the project, 
each group has to find an 
organization that has to do 
with their topic and fund-
raise for it. The groups this 
year each raised between 
$100-$500 for their orga-
nization by selling food, 
bracelets, buttons, comple-
ment grams, and tickets to 
an event. One event that 
took place was the wheel-
chair basketball game, host-
ed by the physical disability 
group. Their event raised 
awareness about their topic 
and at the same time raised 
money for their organiza-
tion. 

By Sara Ward
 The showcase al-
lows the groups to bring 
their hard work and re-
search together to show to 
the school and the parents. 
Each group has a booth, 
in which they educate and 
raise awareness for their 
topic. The showcase is also 
a time for the PSA groups 
to reflect on what they have 
done.  Skylar Wilkinson 
said, “Through this process 
I have learned a lot, like 
how to work in a group, 
how to raise awareness, and 
that dedication goes a long 
way.”
 The PSA’s second 
semester project allows 
kids to think outside of the 
box, while working towards 

  On March 19th and 20th 
the Public Service Academy 
(PSA) showcased their second 
semester projects during third 
period and at Open House. The 
PSA’s second semester project 
focuses on the statement “If I 
could change my community I 
would…” Then several groups 
put the statement into action, 
each focusing on a different 
topic. Some of the topics this 
year consisted of; physical dis-
abilities, Bay Area pollution, 
mental health in teenagers, and 
child abuse. 
 The PSA is for those 
students who want to: help the 
community, world, meet new 
people, and become a critical 
thinker. The second semester 
project, along with other proj-

Teacher Awards 

The PSA students proudly displayed their projects 
an the annual Open House in mid March. 

 Senior awards, the goofy 
student awards intended to compli-
ment and jest at people for the good 
and bad experiences between senior 
students over the duration of their 
high school careers. Awards like 
“most likely to be heard without a 
microphone,” or, “center of atten-
tion” highlight people who are loud 
and obnoxious but in a light a and 
joking matter. However, the 2014 
senior awards came under the cen-
sorship of administration. Eleven 
awards were struck from the bal-
lot by administration after a parent 
complaint. The awards that were 
deemed “too harsh” to be awarded 
included “biggest air head,” “most 
athletic,” and “thinks that gullible 
isn’t in the dictionary.” Last year 
2013 graduate Julia Silverberg won 
“biggest air head” and weeks later 
was accepted to the highly pres-
tigious UCLA. Jen Lyons of the 
same class won “gossip girl” and 
had donated hundreds of hours to 
the community with public service. 
All people who have been awarded 
these “harsh” awards have gone on 
to be very successful in the next 
stage of their life. 
 By censoring these awards 
based off of a complaint by less than 
a handful of parents and or students, 
the CVCHS administration is only 
exercising their power and control 
unnecessarily. Just because an in-
dividual (or small group of people) 
does not like a certain rule does not 
mean it needs to be changed. If, for 

 

PSA Showcase projects focus on changing the community

example, a group feels football is 
too aggressive and incites violence 
should the school cut football as a 
sport? Of course not. The opinions 
of the few have to occasionally be 
sacrificed for the opinions of the 
many. That is democracy.
 Now some of the awards like 
“gossip girl,” or “drama king” may 
sound mean in nature, but is spread-
ing gossip about people nice? Is be-
ing over dramatic a quality that oth-
er people enjoy watching? No! Why 
should these people be spared from 
the embarrassment that they created 
for themselves by being voted into 
these positions. Future employers or 
coaches do not like problem caus-
ers or gossip makers because they 
reduce efficiency, so why not learn 
it now in high school compared to 
learning it the hard way when it re-
ally counts in the future.
 In either case, administra-
tion should not dabble in an activ-
ity that has been going on for years 
without any problems. It only takes 
away from the feeling of unity of the 
senior class, and makes administra-
tion seem like dictatorial figures in-
stead of the nice and genuine people 
we know them to be. 

     

changing a very real issue. The PSA is living 
proof of Margaret Mead’s words to “Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, committed, citi-
zens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only 
thing that ever has.”

     Although it is not required 
for graduation, many students 
find themselves taking two or 
more years of a language course 
in high school, usually to be ac-
cepted into a four-year college. 
It has become increasingly dif-
ficult to find decent job oppor-
tunities for someone without a 
highschool education. However, 
high schools all over the nation, 
including Clayton Valley, only 
offer two languages: Spanish 
and French.
      Due to the large number of 
Spanish-speaking people in the 
United States – approximately 
11% of the total U.S. population 
and 27% of the population of 
California (census.gov) – there 
is no doubt that it is a useful lan-
guage to know. Offering it is an 
excellent way to allow for easier 
communication in daily life. Al-
though since more students take 
Spanish due to its commonality,  
it will only get someone so far 
when trying to land a job. It’s 
a good skill, but does not stand 

out much on an application. 
      French, on the other hand, 
is only spoken by little over 
1,300,000 people in the United 
States, around one million of 
which claim to speak English 
“very well” (census.gov). It is rare 
to encounter anyone other than 
a tourist who speaks French and 
little-to-no English. Unless some-
one is planning to study abroad, 
move to or visit France, or have 
a career in something such as the 
fashion industry, they may never 
use it again after high school.
      The numbers of people who 
speak Chinese, Tagalog, or Viet-
namese are all higher, accounting 
for the second, third, and fourth 
most commonly spoken languag-
es in the United States besides 
English (census.gov). It is even 
more likely to encounter someone 
who would need to be spoken to 
in Arabic than French.
      With the rising need for lan-
guage courses in order to get into 
college and ultimately find a well-
paying job, there should be more 
options to choose from. French, 
as a dying language, should be 
dropped, and more common ones 
should be available. This would 
not only give students a better 
chance of taking something they 
are actually interested in learning, 
but allow for better communica-
tion in our melting-pot society.

Talon staffers Grant 
Meylan and Gabri-
elle Rosetti speak out 
about campus issues 
that are relevant to all 
students.  If you have 
comments you’d like to 
share regarding these 
issues, please email us 
at cvchstalon@gmail.
com.  



The Talon Staff
Editors In Chief: Garrett Blatter, Jack Brown and 

Liliana Hernandez
Advisor: Amber Lineweaver

Staff Writers:

 

Please direct any questions, concerns, or com-
ments about this edition of The Talon to:

CVCHStalon@gmail.com
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Dalia Anwar
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Melody Galliano
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Michelle Hinojosa

Kale Knight
Taylor Leal
Quinten McLane
Grant Meylan
James Phillimore
Elizabeth Ramirez
Gabrielle Rossetti
Megan Sarkissian
Maddie Stull
Rey Velete
Sara Ward
Ryan Williams
Quincy Winship
Emily York
Nargess Yousefzai

 “My body is my journal, 
and my tattoos are my story.” - 
Johnny Depp. 
 Students at Clayton Val-
ley believe tattoos can be some-
thing meaningful. Many of them 
here at Clayton Valley Charter 
put a lot of thought into their tat-
toos. For them, it’s not just some-
thing to have, it’s something they 
can have everyday on their skin 
to motivate them. 
 Sophomore Jake King 
is one whose tattoo is definitely 
meaningful to him. His tattoo is 
each of his parent’s names inside 
angel wings, a crown at the top 
with the day they were born to 
when they passed away. “It was 
a way I got something to look at, 
to remind my they’re still here 
with me no matter what,” said 
Jake.  
 Another student who used 
her  creativity with a tattoo is se-
nior Brittney Shankle.  Her tattoo 
represents her dad who passed 
away her freshmen year. She 

honors her father’s memory with a piano and a 
quote saying, “Daddy you’ll always be my big-
gest fan.”
 These students tattoos mean so much to 
them, they’re more than just permanent ink on 
their body, it’s like a book of their life. 
 Zach Dominguez, a senior here at Clay-
ton Valley, has several tattoos to show what kind 
of person he is. “My tattoos are different things 
I believe in, and the one of my mom is thought 
out and that is most important to me,” said Zach.  
The tattoo Zach has dedicated to his mother is a 
breast cancer symbol on his arm because she beat 

Students’ tattoo’s represent chapters in their lives
By Michelle Hinojasa and
Rey Velete

breast cancer.
 Senior Desiree Tafao has a unique tattoo that no 
one else really has; she has a tribal tattoo that has a lot of 
meaning to her.  “Growth, by growing into a better person 
also growing closer to my ancestors,” is what her tattoo 
states.  
 Sometimes people judge others who have tattoos, 
especially those who have many tattoos.  However, for 
these CV students, their tattoos were made to represent 
truly significant people and events in their lives.  They 
are a very powerful form of art and personal expres-
sion.   

 
 

  

Senior Zach Dominguez shows off the tattoo on his bicep that repre-
sents his mother who beat breast cancer.  Sophomore Jake King’s arm 
tattoo represents his parents who passed away.  

The March/April 
edition of the Talon is 
dedicated to former 

editor-in-chief 
Jonathan McIntyre.

1993-2012

Senior Brittney Shankle has a tattoo of a piano below a saying on 
her upper back.  This tattoo represents her father who passed away 
her freshman year.  

Field Trip to Monterey!
 Mrs. Lineweaver’s Freshmen English class 
are joined by a handful of publications students on 
the annual field trip to Salinas/ Monterey to experi-
ence the John Steinbeck Museum.


